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ALGERIA 


MINISTER OF INFORMATION DISCUSSES BORDER DEVELOPMENT 
Tunis AL-'AMAL in Arabic 8 Dec 83 p 5 


[Interview with Boualem Bessaih, Minister of Information, by Hayah al-Rayis: "In 
an Exclusive Interview with Our Newspaper, Algeria's Minister of Information, 

Mr Boualem BesSaih Discusses Regions for Growth and Life on Algerian-Tunisian 
Borders and Projects That Would Abolish these Borders" | 


[Text| From the Atlas Mountains, the birthplace of the revolution and the 
rebels' place of refuge, I looked over a city whose struggles are legendary. It 
is a city where each home has a story to tell and where each street has sufferud 
a loss. This is a country of 1 million martyrs. Then [I looked in on] the suburb 
of al-Bayrah where one learns that Mawlud Fir'awn, Algeria's revolutionary writer 
was killed here by "'The Black Feet," a terrorist organization made up of French 
and Italians who work against the independence of Algeria. 


All the tile rooftops in Algeria tell one that Algeria was a large French colony. 
All Algerians seem to be exclaiming quite sharply, ''We got France out! Yes, we 
got France out! Do you believe this?" 


Behind all the faces in Algeria there is a history and a heritage whose features 
France had tried to obliterate. But France did not succeed. Missionaries had 
stayed in Algeria for 100 years without being able to-shake the Algerians' faith 
at all. 


Cities in Tunisia and Algeria are similar to each other. There is an al-Qasbah in 
Tunisia, one in Algeria and also in Morocco. Al-Qasbah signifies a full heritage, 
and this is an indication of the fact that [the region] was one country that was 
divided by colonialists. The time has come for the land, where the blood of mar- 
tyrs from the two fraternal countries was mixed in the village of Sidi Youssef 
and in (Ben Zert), to abolish these borders so that the land would become one 
land controlled by one power. 


Officials in both countries have come to this realization, and they began taking 
confident and serious steps to build a structure of cooperation. To find out how 
far these steps have gone, we contacted Mr Boualem Bessaih, Algeria's minister of 
information, during our visit to Algeria. We contacted the minister after making 
a tour during which we got to know the main features of the growth that is taking 
place in the fraternal country. There will be a special report on these high- 
lights [in a subsequent issue]. Mr Bessaih, who is also a member of the Central 











Committee, has been known for his serious efforts to strengthen the course of 
friendship and cooperation between the two countries. We contacted Algeria's 
minister of information to conduct an interview with him. [We wanted] to bring 
up in this interview the most important questions about information and future 
projects between the two fraternal countries, Tunisia and Algeria. 


|Question} Mr Minister, concerned countries have realized that information is 
the most serious means by which the peoples of the Third World can be controlled 
and exploited. They have therefore mobilized all their energies in an attempt to 
seize international information agencies completely and monopolize them. Along 
with several progressive countries Algeria proposed to the UNESCO Conference in 
the mid seventies the establishment of a new information system that could resist 
this colonialism in disguise. That system is manifested in reuniting African and 
Arab countries. What are the steps that have been taken to give shape to this 
information offensive on both the Arab and African scenes? 


[Answer, The question of opposing the Zionist and imperialist media in general 
is not the question of one country, but it is the question of Arab countries and 
all the countries of the Third World. This is because our premise is the need 

to reconsider the financing of the world's information system. This is also the 
Same as reconsidering the financing of the world's economic system. Both matters 
are closely tied together because if information is positive and serving the 
interests of the Third World, it must reveal all shortcomings and all the econo- 
mic, social, political and cultural conspiracies [that are being perpetrated 
against it]. It is known that backward countries or developing countries must 
avoid all this until they can impose their own opinions on this matter. But we 
are realistic, and [we realize that] this matter requires tremendous efforts 
because of the well-known monopolies that exist in the present world of infor- 
mation. These monopolies are forcing their opinions on world public opinion. 


Question] We are noticing that the population in Algeria is growing. Do leaders 
in Algeria consider having children one of the factors of development’ If that is 
the case what preparations have they made for that? 


[Answer] Not at all! Having children is not one of the factors of development. 
[In fact], it may be the opposite. However, we must look at the matter realis- 
tically. One cannot impose radical, revolutionary ideas quickly. The process [of 
introducing such ideas} must be gradual, and people who are concerned with this 
matter must be made aware of it before anything else. When husbands and wives 
begin practicing birth control in the interests of individuals who have children 
and in the interests of society as a whole, matters will change. I believe that 
young people are becoming aware of this necessity. We can see this in large 
cities where families want to Limit the number of their children or at least 
engage in family planning. In the villages, however, the process is more diffi- 
cult. There people have to be educated, and families have to be made aware of 
this problem. This is something that must not come as an order from the govern- 
ment; instead, people themselves must become aware of the problem spontaneously. 


[Question] Here comes the need for having a cultural revolution precede the eco- 
nomic revolution to which political leaders in the country had given priority. 


We've observed that the industrial movement dominated cultural activity in the 








country. There can be no development without campaigns to intorm the people. 


('Answer|) French colonialism left behind many calamities in Algeria. Economic 
problems were the most important of these calamities. It was necessary for us to 
mobilize and direct all our energies and our efforts to building up the country 
economically. The cultural area covers two aspects. 


1. Heritage: Although there is no evident cultural movement, the heritage exists 
in people's hearts. None of it is lost. It was our concern for the Algerian 
national character and for [our] heritage that made us fight colonialism as Mus- 
lims and Arabs. We were fighting against French colonialism, and our weapons were 
our culture, our traditions and our civilization. [We used these weapons! in 
addition, of course, to the primary weapon. 


2. Cultural Stimulation: There used to be a Ministry of Information and Culture, 
but culture was separated from information, and culture now has its own ministry 
which has its own fair [amount of ] resources, and it operates throughout the 
country. We can now observe good cultural activity, but that activity is still 
not up to the standard that we have been hoping for. We are certain, however, 
that these efforts will yield results in a few years. 


[Question] One last question, sir! How much progress has there been in the coope- 
ration between the two fraternal countries, Tunisia and Algeria? 


[Answer] We go on record reporting with pleasure and with pride the progress 

of cooperation in all areas. Tunisians and Algerians now feel that they are doing 
serious work. Even as far as the borders are concerned, an Algerian delegation 
and a Tunisian delegation are now working on the borders. We are devoting [our] 
efforts to the establishment of centers for life and growth on the Algerian- 
Tunisian borders. There are different companies working jointly among Tunisian 
and Algerian families. This exemplary operation makes us think that there are no 
borders between the two fraternal countries. As Algerians, we believe that unity 
for the Arab nation is the dream of every Arab. Dreams, however, must be built on 
deliberate and well-considered efforts. When we think of unity, we must not think 
of political unity only, but we must also think of a unity that is based on very 
firm foundations, a unity that wins in particular the acceptance of the people 
and is decreed by them. 


(Question}] And what about information? 


|Answer| There are programs between the two countries that are on the drawing 
board. My colleague 'Abd-al-Razzaq al-Kafi and I will shed some light on what has 
been achieved so far and what can be achieved in the future so that cooperation 
in the area of information can be total cooperation. 
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ALGERIA 


TOTAL ELECTRIFICATION TARGET FOR 1990 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 14 Dec 83 p 13 
| Article by "F.0." |] 


[Text | The [electric] "Company" men finished the 
job here 3 days ago. The last pole went up at the 
edge of the village. You can see it from 100 me- 
ters away, but what of it? The people insist on 
taking you out to see it, to touch it, to prove 

to you that it is reallytrue: this village is 
going to have electricity any day, now. 


It must be admitted that it's still not part of 
the grid. But that won't take long. A few days, 
2 weeks at the outside. And then the juice will 
flow. The advent of electricity in a village is 
a major event to the people who live there. An 
amenity that is a matter of course to people used 
to the comfort and convenience of electricity is, 
to those who have never known it, something of 
often unimaginable import. 


So people tell you about how long they have waited, they feed 
you the details of each little snag or interruption in the work, 
they show you the empty reels that were used to transport the 
copper cables, they explain precisely how the crew set about in- 
stalling the poles, and how they did a thousand and one other 
things... Gathered together are the village elders, the school- 
master, and the one grocer, who has left his minuscule shop with 
out even bothering to shut the door. As the sun sets, the men 
come home from work. Most of them work in the town some 20 kilo- 
meters away. Luckily, the train stops at the station down there 
on the plain, less than an hour's walk away. 


Across the valley, the side already shrouded in darkness, a rosary 
of lights grows by bead and decade. "The villages on the other 
side were the first to get service. They've had electricity for 
at least 5 years." Everybody gathers together again in the gro- 
cery store. They stand aside to make room for a young man who 








teaches mathematics in a high school in the town. Clearly, he 
is the pride of the whole village. 


"Tell them how you studied," the grocer urges: "Tell them some- 
thing about the nights you spent studying by candlelight." Then, 
since the young man seems reluctant to talk about that, the gro- 
cer does it for him: "It's a miracle that this boy didn't go 
blind." Through the half-open door, the local comic retorts: 

"In any case, if there's anybody we should feel sorry for, it's 
you! All that keeps you in business is the demand for oil-lamps, 
lamp-oil, and candles. When electricity gets here, you'll go 
bankrupt." The retort. wasspontaneous and full of humor: "Don't 
worry about me! I've already thought about that. From now on 
I'll be selling you color TVs, refrigerators, and washing-machines." 
The talk went on in an atmosphere of camaderie and continuing ex- 
changes of light-hearted jokes. 


Waiting To Be Plugged In 


Almost everybody here is waiting only for the power to start com- 
ing over the lines. Ever since work began here, the people of 
this little village have been installing wiring systems and 
household appliances in their houses. 


"You see," the professor explains, "with all the time we have been 
waiting for electrification already, we don't want to waste even 

a day before we have light." Some villagers already have their 
television sets and refrigerators ready and waiting. 


"T remember," says an old man, "when even a candle was a luxury. 
And as for oil-lamps, forget it! In those days you had to make 
do with a wick in a bowl of fat, and economize onthe fat, too. 
But times have changed. The young people are quite right to be 
impatient for electricity." Before the official plan to bring 
electricity to the village, there were a few individuals who 
tried to bring electricity to their own houses. Some people who 
had emigrated to take better-paying jobs had brought home genera- 
tors. One day, a woman who was filling the generator fuel tank 
while the engine was running started a fire that killed her. 
Ever since then the village people have been leary of these de- 
vices, and almost none of them use them any more. 


Electrification in our country is relatively recent. It dates 
back no more than 30 years, and even then it was confined to the 
big and medium-sized towns. Out in the countryside, only the 
[French |coloniak wives’ had it. In fact, most of our people had 
never even heard of electricity before independence. 


Not so very long before that, a lot of Algerian Liberation Army 
(ALN) Junud (soldiers) as well as a lot of people living in the 
border regions that had fallen inside the Challes and Morice 
lines had got a taste of what electricity can do. Many fighters 
for the national cause first encountered electricity on the 














wet basement floors of the jails they were thrown into, as an 
instrument of torture. 


Until 1970, only 38 percent of households had electricity. The 
present-day rate of electrification has risen to a little over 70 
percent. Official projections tell us that the electrification 
rate will hit 96 percent by 1990. 


When Algeria achieved independence, the nation's electrical pro- 
duction was 1,100 MWH. By 1982 it had reached 8,000 MWH. The year 
1983, on the eve of completion of the first 4-year Plan, was a 
pivotal year for electrical production and consumption. 


Until that point, the electric power sector had been stagnating. 
Consumption was sharply down from 1962 levels. This was due in 
part to the decline in demand following the departure of the 
French, with their consumption patterns matching a standard of 
living far beyond that of Algerians in those days, as well as to 
technical production problems stemming from the lack of experien- 
ced cadres and from the economic stringencies of the ear’y years 
of independence. 


Gradual Turnaround 


A policy of patience combined with stubbornness made it possible 
to perform a gradual turnaround in the situation. Initially, the 
main idea was to keep the production infrastructures and the trans- 
mission lines in working condition. At the same time, intensive 
training activity was begun to reconstitute the vital pool of 
skilled technical cadres to keep the generating plants and the 
electrical distribution installations running. By 1970, the con- 
sumption level had caught up with that of 1962. And since then 
it has kept right on climbing in step with the nation's overall 
development pace. Industrialization has brought with it new de- 
mand for electric power. Meanwhile, household consumption has 
been rising steadily. 


In 1979, a national electrification plan was approved on the ba- 
sis of the constitution, which stipulates "universal household 
electrification throughout the country, thus providing power to 
every Algerian household by the end of the eighties." The main 
task remaining now is to bring electricity to rural households, 
to mountain villages and to scattered nomad settlements, and to 
isolated "ksurs" (Berber towns in the High Atlas). This electri- 
fication policy was written into the national development plans 
and into special programs for the poorest regions. It is con- 
tinuing in the knowledge that it will yield fruitful results. 


In line with this effort, equipment andinfrastructures for. pro- 
duction, transport, and distribution of electric power have been 
multiplied by five. The high-tension transport system has grown 
from 2,900 kilometers to almost 6,000. A number of transformers 
have also been built. 





At Cap Djinet on the seashore is the construction site for what 

will be the country's biggest power plant. When it is completed 

(in late 1986), forecasts tell us that it will generate 640 mega- 
watts. By comparison, the power plant in the port of Algiers has 
a production capacity of 120 megawatts. 


As of right now, all these projects are in the civil engineering 
stages. Workmen are pouring concrete and erecting the scaffold- 
ing for the arrival and installation of the technical equipment 
-- the turbines, boilers, generators, etc. 


Like most recently built power plants, the Cap Djinet plant will 
use steam generators. The power will be provided by natural gas. 
In view of the vast availability of that particular resource, and 
of the non-existence of suitable sites for hydroelectric plants, 
the technical option in favor of steam-powered plants and gas 
turbines was self-evident. 


The operating principle of this plant is relatively simple. Sea- 
water, previously desalinated and treated, is turned to steam in 
natural-gas-fired boilers. The steam is thei: used to drive the 
turbines. in phase three, the mechanical energy generated by the 
turbines is sent to the generators which transform it again into 
electrical energy. 


To handle transport of the electric current, there is no getting 
around the technical constraints that dictate its transmission at 
very high tension. The national high-tension system operates at 
220,600 volts. Power to towns and villages is carried over 
60,000-volt lines, while households are served over 220-volt 
lines. Transformers handle the voltage reduction process. 


The National System 


The national high-tension distribution system has been consider- 
ably updated. It is an interconnected system. It is managed by 
a central unit in Algiers which has computerized monitoring in- 

struments. This unit, known as the National Dispatching Center, 
keeps 24-hour-a-day watch on the flows of current from the power 
plants and continuously distributes the electricity all over the 
country. 


There are also secondary dispatching centers which handle current 
distributicn at the national level. A nighttime visit to the 
Algiers Center gives you an idea of what the SONELGAZ crews do. 
The permanent team monitors power flows throughout the capital. 
The moment there is an outage, it is automatically posted on a 
huge lighted map that covers an entire wall in the enormous room. 
The map shows the entire electric power system of Algiers. For 
each sector of the system, there is a measuring device showing 
the level of consumption at any given moment. 














This monitoring team is backed up by a second team that springs 
into action the moment an outage appears on the map. Sometimes 
there is a mad scramble, and other times there is absolutely no- 
thing happening. The peak hours come between 1800 and 2100 hours. 


Outages occur most frequently in foul weather, generally following 
a sudden gust of wind that downs the lines. There are other 
causes for outages: traffic accidents in which a car runs into 

a utility pole, or short-circuits usually attributed to flooding 
in poorly maintained basements. 


The engineer who runs the center tells us that, over the last few 
years, there has been a very sharp trend toward increased consump- 
tion of electricity. This is the natural consequence of the grow- 
ing use of household appliances. Says he: "I've watched it hap- 
pening on my amp-meters." There hasalso been an increase in the 
number of customers, with all these new apartment buildings on 

the outskirts of Algiers. "But," he concludes ruefully, "So long 
as they've got electricity, people don't even think about it. 

It's only when it's not there that they realize how precious it is." 
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LIBYA 


MISMANAGEMENT OF FUNDS REPORTED 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 5 Dec 83 p 12 
[Article by Muhammad al-Miladi: "If You Feel no Shame, Do What You Wish!" ] 


[Text] Revolutionary supervision had yielded a large [repertory of] practices 
by those who did not keep their hands off society's wealth. These people have 
been trying to enrich themselves by helping themselves to the public treasury at 
the expense of the large development projects that are going on in Libya. And 
here we are setting forth in front of the public [as we do] every time new lists 
of accounts. Funds are being smuggled in foreign currency [out of the country] as 
Salaries and different expenses. The smuggling is done in a manner more curious 
than we had imagined. We are setting forth these bare facts because they 
constitute a model and a symbol. What remains as a matter of importance and 
necessity is that a law for economic crimes [be enacted] and those hands that 
infringe upon [public funds} be cut off. 


The folly {of those who infringe upon public funds] has reached such a point that 
they issued an authorization to disburse 4,589.35 dollars [four thousand and five 
hundred and eighty-nine dollars and thirty-five cents) in accordance with a dis- 
bursement form. The authorization was issued from account number 80171 which is 
registered under number 6284, file number 4:3:5 and dated 21 November 1983 A.D. 
This amount was for the balance of the salaries due to the member of the People's 
Committee for the months of November and December 1983 A.D. even though that 
individual was in Libya. This was done for no other reason than to indicate that 
they are powerful and that what has been published about them has not and will 
not affect them. The transfer of funds abroad is continuing. (If you feel no 
shame, do what you wish!) It is enough that the honorable member of the People's 
Committee has been guaranteed a living until the month of December 1983. That 
individual's salaries were transferred in advance. Let the hero become a hero in 
the eyes of the People's Committee! 


In order for [that individual] to be a hero in the eyes of the public, we cite 
the following expenses that the honorable member charged to us in Spain. These 
expenses came to a total of 142,000 pesetas, for hotels, telephone calls, therapy 
and tickets from 19 to 25 November 1982 A.D. In addition, there were the fol- 
lowing charges: 


--Another invoice for 753 pesetas for telephone calls made during the months of 
October and November 1982 A.D. 














--Another invoice for 15,080 pesetas for a round-trip ticket from Barcelona to 
Madrid and back. 


--Another invoice for 15,830 pesetas for a round-trip ticket from Barcelona to 
(Santa Nadrid) and back with a total [for both tickets] of 30,910 pesetas. 


--A loan to the honorable member in the amount of 285 Lityan pounds. In Spanish 
currency that amounted to 147,630 pesetas. 


--An invoice for 79,756 pesetas for a ticket from Barcelona to Madrid, Tripoli, 
Tunis and back to Barcelona. 


--An invoice for 15,080 pesetas for a round-trip ticket from Barcelona to Madrid 
and back. 


--A cash payment of 65,60C pesetas made to the honorable member. 

--A cash payment of 13,055 pesetas made to the honorable member. 

--A payment made for rental car expenses: a total of 182,669 pesetas. 
--Medical expenses: 8,000 pesetas. 

--Telephone calls: 11,937 pesetas. 

--A total of 35,767 pesetas. 

--An invoice for 67,927 pesetas for the honorable member's expenses. 


--An invoice containing the expenses of the ball team and the member; that came 
to a grand total of 843,912 pesetas. 


Maritime Shipping paid all these invoices except the rent of two apartments. That 
was to be paid by the tenants. The total spent by the honorable member came to 
thousands of dollars. We don't know how he could allow himself to charge to us 
all these expenses despite the fact that more than 30,000 dollars and approxi- 
mately 12,000 dollars were transferred. These funds were for salaries, and we've 
already referred to them. Isn't this theft, and shouldn't the perpetrator of such 
theft by punished for his crime? 


The other member of the People's Committee charged to us the sum of 740 dollars 
for his meals aboard a foreign ship. There were 10 other persons with him. The 
firm that owns the ship sent the Maritime Shipping Organization an invoice reques- 
ting payment. That invoice was turned over to financial affairs for action. Isn't 
this also an infringement on public funds, and doesn't it deserve to be exposed 
and to be punished as theft is punished? 


In accordance with the foregoing the People's Committee of the Maritime Shipping 
Organization paid no attention to the organization's affairs because it was quite 
preoccupied with the task of acquiring any amount of foreign and local currency 
and travelers' checks at the expense of the Libyan people. This lack of interest 
in the organization's affairs is evident to us in the following: 
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1. The manager of the Maritime Shipping Organization in Britain became involved 
in shipping goods to Libya on board foreign ships. He had forge] the stationery 
and the seal of the organization and suggested that the organization agreed to 
have goods shipped on a competitor's ship. The manager was questioned, and he 
admitted committing the forgeries. But the secretary of the organization's 
People's Committee was satisfied with [issuing] the following statement: ''The 
investigation with the manager showed that he had taken action without per- 
mission. He was warned not to repeat such an action. A search for a replacement 
is being considered."' The date of that statement was 6 February 1983 A.D. 


We are now in December 1983 A.D. The same manager is still at his post, and 
doing very well, thank you. 


2. A Pakistani accountant was sent with another person in accordance with Decree 
Number 310 for 1983 A.D. to list the debts which the Maritime Shipping Adminis- 
tration owed to foreign lines. This was done despite the fact that the Maritime 
Shipping Organization has native accountants who are university graduates. But 
with the Pakistani, the day will come when he will leave the country, and all 
that would be relegated to oblivion! 


These are some of the practices that occur in the Maritime Shipping Organization. 
We will.continue [our account of these practices] in the next issue. 


8592 
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MOROCCO 


POLITICAL, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ANALYZED 

Paris LE MONDE in French 6-8 Dec 83 

[6 Dec 83 pp 1, 5] 

[Article by special correspondent Andre Fontaine: "Morocco in Waiting" | 


[ Text | On 30 November, Mr Mohammed Karim Lamrani presented 
formally to King Hassan II his new Sharifian Government of 
National Unity, whose first task will be to organize the 
legislative elections that were originally scheduled to take 
place in October. Andre Fontaine, who recently spent 2 weeks 
in Morocco, found there a country in waiting: Awaiting not 
only these elections, but also peace in the Sahara and the 
recvund of a handicapped economy. 


I. Governing in Majesty 


Fez--In the gigantic rampart that surrounds--as if to keep them from separa- 
ting, one from the other--Fez-el-Jedid, the new Fez, dating back as it does 
only to the 13th century, and its older sister, situated below it, Fez-el- 
Bali, where the crowd is so dense that only the donkeys succeed in thrusting 
their way through, we come to a gate like so many others. It opens into a 
"mechouar": In other words, the area in which one awaited, long ago, the 
authorization to enter the sultan's premises. This area is modestly but per- 
fectly proportioned, and the evening light, waning into the ochre of the 
floodlights, drenches it in a golden softness. In contrast, another gate, 

at the rear, opens into shadow: Only the moon illuminates a scene of min- 
arets, of green faience, a decor from the Thousand and One Nights. One would 
like to partake of its calm serenity. But two policemen bar the entrance: 

We are at the threshold of the Royal Palace, to which one is not admitted 
unless he or she can present all the necessary credentials and authorizations 
imaginable. 


It was, after all, the same thing at Versailles during the time of Louis XIV, 
at the Kremlin under the czars--and under Stalin; and the Forbidden City of 
Beijing still largely merits its name. While the White House is visited 
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regularly, neither the Elysee nor Buckingham Palace are customarily open to 
the public. Any more than are the sumptuous residences that the satraps, 
capitalist or progressive, of modern times have acquired or have had built 
for themselves. 


Be that as it may, at Fez one cannot fail to be impressed by the immensity 

of the royal dwelling-place, which, moreover, is in the process of being 
enlarged. This, it must be remembered, is but one of the palaces, each more 
vast than the other, that Hassan II own or is having built at Rabat, Meknes, 
Marrakech, Casablanca and elsewhere. Is this out of love of splendor and 
grandeur, harking back to that of those Almohad emperors who, from Andalusia 
to the Sahara, left so many monuments to their glory and sich impressive 
ones? Is it but a way of exercising, to the benefit of the Moroccan crafts- 
men and artists, a patronage without rival? Or a way, as the king jokingly 
puts it, to escape the claustrophobia that threatens a man who is prevented 
from strolling about the streets as everyone else does? Undoubtedly, yes. 
But how can one not see, above all, in this predilection for majesty, the 
manifestation of a political philosophy? 


The fact is that Morocco is the sole country in Africa, asice from Swaziland, 
to have preserved the monarchical system of government, and that the monarchy 
here must be understood in the etymological sense of the term: Government by 

a single person, who defines its policy and personally selects its ministers, 
and whose simple decree was alone sufficient, last October, to take away from 
the Parliament, temporarily, the power to legislate. 


To be reigning as king, in a century that has seen the disappearance of so 
many thrones, is, in itself, to be defying the course conventionally attribu- 
ted to history. The sovereigns of Europe and of Asia, who for their part are 
carefully avoiding governing, are well aware of this. The same cannot be 
said of the Arab League, however, in that, it still includes a goodly number 
of kings, sultans and emirs who exercise power as directly as do those mili- 
tary heads to whom most of the republics have entrusted their destiny. 


In Morocco--the only North African country that was never under Turkish 
domination--the monarchy has its roots deeply imbedded in the sands of time. 
It is not, as in other cases, an artificial creation of colonialism. 'We have 
found ourselves face to face with a historical and independently-minded 
empire, zealous in the extreme of its independence, rebellious against all 
forms of bondage," acknowledged Lyautey in 1916. "Face to face with a state 
and with a people," he was to repeat in 1920.! 


This state has been ruled by a single dynasty since the |I7th century, that 

of the Alaouites, so-named because it descends from Ali, the son-in-law of 
Mohammed and his legitimate heir since the Prophet's only son died at an early 
age. Hassan II belongs to this lineage and, like his ancestors, assumes, 
together with his royal functions, the role, confirmed by the country's Con- 
stitution, of Commander of the Faithful. This is neither Turkey, nor Tunisia, 
nor Iraq, nor Syria, nor the Iran of the Pahlavis: It is not a matter of 
laicizing by law a country in which the attachment to Islam is general. Not 
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only is access to the mosques barred to anyone who is not a Muslim, but it is 
still forbidden, in theory at least, to serve wine to Moroccans in the res- 
taurants and cafes. The result, among others: The fundamentalist movement, 
which elsewhere is causing so much trouble to government, is here being quite 
generally contained. 


In a befitting expression of loyalty to an ancestral tradition, the king 
keeps the mother of his five children, his legitimate spouse, in the back- 
ground, so that he cannot be accused of favoring the tribe from which he 
chose her. For, Morocco has been, over the ages--and remains--a conglomerate 
of tribes that brings together the blood of the Berbers, the first occupants 
of the country and today still in the majority, and that of the country's 
Arabic conquerors and their black slaves, long ago freed. 


The Tribes 


Tribalism is the most ancient form of human grouping, and it is a commonplace 
Saying that each in one's own way, in today's world, seeks a tribal attach- 
ment, and finds it as best one can. A political party, a parish church, a 
cultural or sports association, at a pinch a large family, will often serve 
the purpose. And with the disappearance of the hegemonies that once served 
to arbitrate them, tribal conflicts lost no time in surfacing again: In Chad, 
and so many other African countries before it, Lebanon, Assam, Sri Lanka, and 
all the others. TIME magazine featured a long article recently on the 
"tribes" of the United Kingdom, in which it raised the question as to whether 
we might not be previewing in them what Europe may someday be. 


Be that as it may, Morocco has rubbed elbows with a world based on other 
solidarities, mainly economic and ideological ones, and has been profoundly 
influenced by 44 years of symbiosis with France. Emigration, tourism, the 
flow of business, are all multiplying its ties with the outside world, and 

it is significant that the assessments expressed as to the vigor of the tribal 
system vary from one interlocutor to another, mainly as a function of age. 


A brief visit to this country, whose high walls conceal a still very secret 
style of life, is certainly not sufficient on which to base conclusions. But 
it is obvious that an entire world separates these old Berbers of the moun- 
tains, who speak not a word of Arabic, from their grandchildren of the atomic 
and information-processing era. These respectable ladies who do not circu- 
Late unless veiled, from the bevy of young beauties who bustle about Marra- 
kech astride their motorbikes, hair streaming in the wind. 


Although the tribe, as we have frequently been told, often remainsa 
privileged bond and, in many cases, the framework within which the almsgiving 
to the lesser privileged, as prescribed by the Koran, is carried out, it 

can no longer encompass the society and the state, it would seem, as it once 
did. Morocco also wants very much to be perceived--under its 1962 Consti- 
tution as amended in 1972 and approved by referendum--as a "democratic and 
social monarchy"; and indeed, aside from Tunisia and Lebanon, Morocco is the 
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Arabic country whose government is run most like those of our European demo- 
cracies. The king underscores this "modern" character, by froyuently throw- 
ing off his traditional garb to go out and play golf in a checkered shirt, 
or by donning, for the official photographers, a three-piece suit by a lead- 
ing tailor. 


Thus, there is a Parliament. While the one that has just reached the end of 
its mandate has not yet been renewed, this is because, according to the offi- 
clal explanation, it is deemed desirable first to hold the referendum in the 
Western Sahara to which Rabat is now committed.2 The real reason could be 
different: Everyone seems to acknowledge that the municipal elections of 

10 June were to some extent manipulated and that a solution must be found 
that will render the next elections, scheduled for the beginning of 1984, 
equitable. 


Since there is a Parliament, there are parties: They are no freer of what 
the Corsicans call "clan-ism," which is just another form of tribalism--in 
that the tribe is expected to have no interests other than those of its 
members~-than are those of the other Mediterranean countries. Some of these 
parties, like the RNI [ National Rally of Independents | and the Constitutional 
Union ruc], recently formed by the preceding head of the government, Maati 
Bouabid, are for the most part emanations of power. The MPCD | Popular 
Democratic Constitutional Movement | headed by Mahjoubi Ahardan, a former 
officer in the French Army who Later became a militant of the resistance to 
the protectorate and is today a minister of state, appeals principally to the 
Berbers. 


Others, whose existence is of long standing, espouse views that are more 
ideologically based. This is the case of the Istiqlal, of which the former 
foreign minister and now minister of state, M'hamed Boucetta, is a member; 
which under the protectorate was, as its name indicates, the Independence 
Party; and which, once independence was gained, became that of the 'Moroccan- 
ization" of the economy and of the "Greater Morocco." It is also the case of 
the USFP [Socialist Union of Popular Forces |, headed by Abderrahim Bouabid 
and born of a split within the Istiqlal; it was the principal force of the 
legal opposition--although this was disputed by some members--until the 
formation recently, under the director general of the OCP [ Morocean Phos- 
phates Office |, the robust and jovial Mohammed Karim Lamrani, as its head, 

of an ad hoc coalition government charged with preparing the general elec- 
tions. 

And it is also the case of the PPS |Party of Progress and Socialism], heir 

of the old Communist Party which was outlawed during the protectorate and 
during the initial period of independence, but which was authorized again by 
the king in 197i under the sole condition, he told Ali Yata, the party's 
secretary general and its one deputy, that it refrain from attacking either 
Islam or the monarchy--which the party carefully avoids doing, indulging 
moreover in the luxury of espousing to the extent of 100, if not 120, percent 
the official views regarding the Sahara. 
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The Opposition and the King 

The legal Left is very severely critical of economic policy and of over- 
burdensome inequalities, the most highly visible symbol of which is the con- 
struction of so many palaces and luxurious villas in the face of the many 
shantytowns, built of old tin cans and boxes, around Rabat and Casablanca. 
The Left denounces the traffickings, the graft, the corruption. It is not 
alone in this, moreover, since the PND [ National Democratic Party, whose 
secretary general is the minister of energy and mines, Moussa Saadi, in its 
manifesto of 1982, accused "a certain category" of having "exploited the 
apparatuses of state for personal gain and diverted the process of develop- 
ment to satisfy the needs of a specific class or of a specific region." 


And yet, to the probable surprise of the European Left, the Moroccan social- 
ists and communists support the throne. For this, there is a reason, and a 
very simple one. They are aware that the truly democratic regimes are infin- 
itely more rare in the Third World than the uniformed dictatorships. They 
are not forgetting that, twice now, it has been the king, and he alone, with 
his cool courage and decisiveness, who has put down an attempted military 
coup d'etat. 


Certainly, despite the mystery that still surrounds the accident of 24 Janu- 
ary [ 1983 ] that killed its chief of general staff, General Dlimi, the Army 

is perceived today as being quiescent. With its 200,000 highly trained and 
disciplined men, it nevertheless constitutes a force without an equal else- 
where: It proved its effectiveness in Zaire, where one of its elite brigades, 
single-handedly and without losing more than four men, restored, in August 
1975, a regime that was on the verge of collapse under the blows of the 
Katangan "gendarmes"; it appears to have lastingly prevented the Polisario 
from penetrating into the “useful triangle" of the ex-Spanish Sahara. Who 
can say that in a serious crisis it would not be tempted to put in its word? 
The Americans, who are making no secret of their intent to prevent any devia- 
tion by Morocco, would not necessarily be the last to discourage the military: 
Note what happened in Greece in 1957, in Chile in 1973, in Turkey in 1980... 
[last two sentences as published ]. 


"Serious Violations of Human Rights’ 


Once bitten twice shy, and as between being governed by an army that has not 
a trace of democracy in its blood or by a king who is apparently convinced 
that some degree of freedom is indispensable if he wishes to preserve the 
future of his dynasty, the Moroccan Left, or at least that which expresses 
itself publicly--for here, as elsewhere, there are also leftists who are far 
more radical~-clearly prefers the latter. Undoubtedly, the king himself, as 
a hedge against all potential dangers, both from within and without, has 
sought a popularly based support. After all, it was on the heels of the 197] 
Skhirat attempt that he again authorized the PPS--in other words, the PCM 
_Moroccan Communist Party ,. A message from Santiago Carrillo, while still 
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secretary general of the PCE [ Spanish Communist Party |, to his Moroccan 
counterpart illustrates a certain parallelism between two countries in so 
many respects so near to each other: "For a long time we criticized you," he 
said, "for your acceptance of the monarchy. Since the ‘coup',"” (referring 
to the attempted coup by the Spanish generals in 1981), "we understand you 
better..." 


The situation of the press reflects the ambiguity of this middle-of-the-road 
system between an absolute monarchy and a democracy. Certain newspapers have 
been banned for over 2 years, like EL MOUHARRIR, organ of the USFP, whose 
editor-in-chief has just been released from prison, and AMAZIGH, the only 
Berber magazine, whose manager, Ouzzin Ahordane, although son of a minister 
in the government, was at one time arrested. As in many countries, not all 
of which are in the Third World, radio and televised information is unerring- 
ly conformist and tends to praise to excess the most banal actions of the 
government. 


The written French- and Arabic-language press is not always free of fault in 
this respect. Its resources, it must be acknowledged, are very scant as 
compared with those of the foreign press, which the government permits to be 
widely distributed, subject to suppressing one or another edition containing 
an article that displeases it, and even expelling a correspondent, not with- 
out having previously detained him for 2 days in prison, who refuses to 
reveal his sources. In fact, the only French newspaper that is permanently 
barred is L'HUMANITE, the severity of whose criticism of the regime is con- 
sidered excessive by the Moroccan communists themselves. 


The situation was seen as sufficiently serious by the National Press Associa- 
tion as to warrant the publication by it, on |! October, of a long communique 
calling upon the government to limit the importation of foreign newspapers 
and to do something so that their prices could not compete against those of 
the local gazettes. With the facts all in, the complaint concerned essen- 
tially the Saudi daily LE MOYEN-ORIENT, which is published in London and 
contains a great deal of international news. It already sells 30,000 copies 
in Morocco, at the same price as the local newspapers. 


And coming finally to the question of individual liberties, the length of the 
chapter devoted to Morocco in Amnesty International's most recent report suf- 
fices to show that much remains to be done, even if it only meant responding 
by the government to the memorandum addressed to it by that organization in 
December 1981. Unfortunately, there is every reason to fear that those who 
have been condemned as a result of the plots against the king and of the 
troubles in Casablanca, or even, as in the case of Abraham Serfaty, for their 
opposition to the war of the Sahara, are being treated much worse than the 
common Law prisoners we were able to see, returning from work, in a vast 
farming penitentiary inherited from the protectorate. In any case, Amnesty 
has not hesitated to point out in its memorandum the existence of “serious 
violations of human rights, specifically, the ‘disappearance’ of a large 
number of persons, and deaths while being detained." And any and everyone 
mentions, as a part of everyday life, petty annoyances by the police, ranging 
from the shutting down of a shop to arrests of short duration. 
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It is really not all that bad, some feel, compared with what happens else- 
where: There is a juridical system, with lawyers who plead court cases, and 
even, in Casablanca, a communist president of the Bar; prisoners are released 
after serving their sentences; hundreds of them--although very few political 
Ones among them--have been amnestied since the beginning of 1982. Be that as 
it may, the situation in this regard is still bad enough, the more so since, 
in view of the dual challenge posed by the Saharan war and the economic 
crisis, the government is more than ever in need of support, both at home and 
abroad, 


FOOTNOTES 


|. Citations excerpted from: Vincent Monteil, "le Maroc" { Morocco |; Le Seuil, 
"Petite planete" Collection, 1975. 


2. See article by Jean de la Gueriviere in LE MONDE of 26 October. 


[7 Dec 83 p 6 | 
[Article by Andre Fontaine: "Morocco In Waiting" | 


[ Text | Just back from Morocco, Andre Fontaine has described 
(LE MONDE 6 December) a political system that is an absolute 
monarchy in certain respects and a democracy in others, while 
at the same time preserving some tribal structures, although 
these are undergoing a process of erosion. Today, he takes 
up problem number one: That of the Sahara. 


Il. The Ochre Line of the Dunes 


Rabat--One topic finds its way into every conversation: The Sahara. The 
Western Sahara, formerly the Spanish Sahara, for which Morocco has been at 
war 7 years now, and which continues to arouse apparently as much comment 
among the masses as on the very first day. 


Rabat's position in this matter rests on a thick dossier. In it, for example, 
one learns that at the beginning of this millennium the empire of the Almora~ 
vids and the Almohads extended to the southwestern Sahara, that many of the 
religious brotherhoods that manned the Moroccan resistance to the Spaniards 
during the period of the Renaissance were founded by Marabouts native to these 
regions, and that even as recently as 1866, Sultan Moulay Hassan stated: 

"As regards Rio-de-Oro, a poll of the inhabitants of the region has revealed 
that the locales concerned are inhabited by the Ouled Delim people and the 
people of the Aroussiyne tribe, who are all our faithful servants!." The big 
Larousse of the last century credits Morocco with a territory of 577,000 
square kilometers, and the "Nouveau Larousse I[Llustre," at the beginning of 
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the present century, with 800,000 square kilometers, as compared with its 
present area of 447 square kilometers without Western Sahara, and 713,000 
with it. 


The protectorate treaty, in entrusting France, and Spain insofar as concerned 
the northern and southern zones it occupied, with responsibility for the 
empire's foreign relations, ended up bringing into being a set of boundary 
lines that the Moroccans never ceased rejecting. And it was only subject to 
their reservations that the Moroccans finally agreed to the resolution 
adopted by the Organization of African Unity in 1963 with respect to the 
borders inherited by way of decolonization. Rabat went on record then as 
follows: "Signature of the charter must in no way be interpreted as an 
express or implied recognition of the accomplished facts that have heretofore 
been rejected by Morocco nor as a renunciation of the pursuit on our part of 
the realization of our rights by the legitimate means available to us."! 


In the mind of Mohammed V, the sultan whom de Gaulle had made his compan- 
ion during the Liberation and who was, at a certain point in time, deposed 

by the 4th Republic, as in that of the Istigqlal Party and of its founder, 
Allal el Fassi, independent Morocco must recover its historic boundaries, to 
the Senegal river. They opposed the independence of Mauritania in every way 
they could. The presence of Dey Ould Sidi Baba, a native of Atar, as chair- 
man of the last Parliament of Rabat, attests to the fact that a number of 
Mauritanian leaders at the time had chosen to side with Morocco. Neverthe- 
less, it was not until 1970 that Morocco finally recognized Mauritania's 
independence. 


Similarly, it was not until 1972 that a definitive agreement was reached with 
Algeria on boundary lines: The Moroccans have always considered that the 
Tindouf oasis? belonged to them, and they bear a grudge against France for 
having allowed Algeria to take it, as they also do for having, as they say, 
"made a gift of the Sahara to Algeria." The two brotherly countries actually 
came to blows with each other in 1963 over Tindouf and, had the Organization 
of African Unity not mediated between them, the conflict would have turned 
into open war. 


Be that as it may, the Moroccans feel that in both cases, Mauritania and 
Tindouf, they have already conceded too much to the cause of peace to afford 
now to abandon a Western Sahara whose phosphate deposits are so abundant 
that, for the kingdom of Hassan II, already well endowed in this respect, 
Owning them means owning two-thirds of the world's proven reserves, and which 
the Moroccans unhesitatingly call, even if it entails exaggerating slightly, 
their Alsace-Lorraine. 


A Belated Decolonization 
In 1956, the Madrid government, following Paris's example, renounced its 


rights over the Northern Zone of Morocco, subject, however, to its keeping 
the "presidios," in other words the ports of Ceuta and Melilla. But its aim 
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was to keep the two provinces that made up the Spanish Sahara--Saguia-El- 
Hamra in the north and Rio-de-Oro in the south, as well the Ifni enclave 
farther to the north, where Their Very Catholic Majesties had, in the 15th 
century, built a fort to protect the route to the Canaries. In 1958, follow- 
ing armed conflicts, extending to Mauritania, between the Moroccan army and 
Francoist troops supported by French units, an agreement was reached under 
which the region of Tarfaya, situated in the northern part of Saguia-El-Hamra, 
was returned to Rabat. Skirmishing continued, however, at Ifni, until Franco, 
following a formal demand by the United Nations General Assembly, decided in 
1969 to retrocede to Morocco. 


In 1965, the UN General Assembly had adopted unanimously, except for the 
Spanish and Portuguese votes, a resolution inviting Morocco to "take immedi- 
ately the necessary steps to liberate from colonial domination the territor- 
ies of Ifni and Spanish Sahara, and to engage for this purpose in negotia- 
tions on the problems posed by these two territories relative to sovereignty," 
as well as to organize a referendum for the purpose of enabling the inter- 
ested populations "to exercise their right to self-determination, in consul- 
tation" with Morocco, Mauritania and "all other governments concerned," mean- 
ing, without actually saying so, essentially Algeria, which has a 40-kilo- 
meter common border with the Western Sahara near Tindouf. 


Spain very much wanted a referendum, but did not agree, until the summer of 
1974 in the wake of the decolonization of Portuguese Africa, to its taking 
place under the supervision of the UN. As for consultations with Morocco, 
Mauritania and "all other parties concerned," insistently demanded by the 
UN, Spain adamantly refused to agree to them. Suddenly, in December of that 
year, acting upon a suggestion by Hassan II, the UN General Assembly decided 
to request an opinion by the International Court of Justice and asked Spain 
to postpone the referendum pending receipt of that opinion. 


About that time, another dispute began to surface in connection with the one 
pitting Morocco against Spain. Mauritanian President Moktar Ould Daddah had, 
even before independence, affirmed his country's rights to the Spanish pos- 
session. As so well put by Pierre Biarnes, "Two solutions came to mind: 
Partition or, that failing, a pseudo-independence over which Mauritania would 
have jointly with Morocco a bona fide right of oversight. In both cases, 
however, it was deemed advisable to avoid a tete-a-tete relationship with 
Rabat, and it was therefore necessary to bring a third partner into the 
arrangement," under the circumstances Algeria, "to whom, in the event of 
partition, a corridor to the Atlantic might be granted,"3 thus unlocking the 
Tindouf oasis, from which the Moroccans, as we have seen, are not happy to 
have been relieved. And if, on the contrary, the condominium solution pre- 
vailed, why not bring Algeria into it as well? 


Nothing at the time appeared to foreshadow the war that would soon break out. 
In 1965, Boumedienne, Hassan II and Moktar Ould Daddah reached an agreement 
to "hasten the process of decolonization" of the Sahara on the basis of the 
referendum demanded by the UN. In 1973, meetings among the three heads of 
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state were stepped up in number, with the aim of increasing the pressure on 
Spain. But the following year, undoubtedly to counterbalance what he con- 
sidered the excessive weight being wielded by Morocco, the Mauritanian 
president authorized the forming, in his own country, of the "Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Saguia-El]-Hamra and Rio-de-Oro," which was to become 
widely known under the name "Polisario Front.” 


Bull by the Horns 


At that point, having just averted for the second time a military coup, 
and sensing that, with Franco's reign nearing its end, Madrid's position was 
weakening, Hassan II decided to take the bull by the horns. On 17 September 
1974, he declared that the Moroccans were prepared to "recover their terri- 
tories by whatever means."" On 9 December, Moktar Ould Daddah and Hassan II 
announced, without further explanation that they had "reached agreement" on 
the Sahara. It was not known until a year later that they had planned a 
partition of the Spanish possessions, with the lion's share going to Morocco. 
Then, in the fall of 1975, with Franco on his death bed, the king triggered 
off his "green march," a vast trek that was to peacefully take possession of 
the Western Sahara. His subjects responded to his call with extraordinary 
enthusiasm, and many of his opponents seized the opportunity to rally to the 
throne. Contrary to the most widely expressed expectations abroad, the 
demonstration, which brought together 300,000 participants, proceeded with 
impressive orderliness. 


Juan Carlos, who had assumed, on an interim basis, the functions of the 
Caudillo, left precipitously for El-Aioun, the capital of the province, where 
he declared, on 2 November, that his government, "determined to guarantee the 
Saharans' right to self-determination, will oppose Morocco's initiative with 
all the means at its disposal." As a result of which, 12 days later, Spain 
signed with this same Morocco, and with Mauritania, a political agreement 
under which it would put an end to its presence by 28 April 1976. It was 
stipulated that the opinion of the Saharan population, to be expressed by the 
local assembly, the Jemaa, would be respected. As for a referendum, there 
would be none. It was a victory for Hassan II, who had shrewdly bivouacked 
the green march face to face with the Spanish lines. In exchange, Rabat 
agreed to leave Ceuta and Melilla to Madrid, guaranteed it major fishing 
rights and a 35-percent share in the phosphates operating company. 


Having, 7 years earlier, actively espoused Morocco's and Mauritania's 
reconciliation, and the Spaniards having sworn to him until the very last 
that they would do nothing against Algeria, Boumedienne had not the slightest 
intention of sharing in an agreement that had been made without him and that 
gave him no slice of the pie. Failing in his effort to convince Moktar Ould 
Daddah, during a stormy meeting, that under no circumstances would he allow 
himself to be put upon, he supplied the Polisario with the vast military 
means the latter demanded to prevent the partition. The Front concentrated 
its operations mainly on the weakest link in the chain, namely Mauritania. 
On 10 July 1978, Moktar Ould Daddah was arrested by his chief of general 
staff. The following year, Mauritania signed a separate peace with the SDAR 
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| Saharan Democratic Arab Republic |, which had been proclaimed in 1976 by the 
Polisario, and declared it was restoring to it the part of the Sahara it had 
annexed, which Morocco, upon learning of Mauritania's defection, then 
hastened to take possession of. 


We will not recount here the thousand-and-one ups and downs of this intermin- 
able war, but will comment only that the danger it harbored of a generalized 
armed conflict between Algiers and Rabat appears for the moment to have been 
averted. Abandoning nine-tenths of the fcrmer Spanish possession, the Moroc~ 
can army has built a wall around the "useful triangle'--El Aioun-Smara-Bou- 
Craa (the phosphates capital)--which the Polisario seems unable to pierce, as 
long as it does not obtain from Moscow, via Algiers or Tripoli, the necessary 
ultra-modern weapons4, Now the fact is that the USSR, which still has not 
recognized the SDAR, is displaying a certain restraint in this matter. It 
has signed a fishing agreement with Morocco that in effect ratifies the 
latter's annexation of the Sahara, and buys from Morocco, in quantity, the 
phosphate its agriculture so badly needs. And one cannot, upon visiting 
Casablanca, being struck by the number of cargo ships from the East docking 
there, indeed, as was the case the, day we visited there, by the presence of 
an immense and gleaming cruise ship. Moscow also knows that the United 
States will not hesitate to increase its already considerable aid to Morocco, 
if necessary, to ensure the latter's staying on an even keel. 


Hassan II, for his part, very belatedly made a concession when he agreed, on 
| June 198]--putting it, however, on a purely "consultative" basis--to the 
referendum he had unwisely thought, in 1975, he could do without. Around the 
beginning of this year, the king met with Algerian President Bendjedid Chadli. 
Subsequently, some very detailed procedures were worked out, according to the 
Moroccans, in the course of various summit meetings of the Organization of 
African Unity, governing the organization of the referendum. And the sover- 
eign went to the UN in September to plead his case with dash. All things 
considered, however, very little progress is being made, with Rabat rejecting 
the condition being placed by Algiers, namely, prior negotiations with the 
leaders of the Polisario, which, for its part, attained an important mile- 
stone in February 1982 when it succeeded in having the SDAR admitted into 

the Organization of African Unity. 


The Moroccans voice all sorts of hypotheses as to the Algerians’ real inten- 
tions, but they carefully avoid attacking the Algerians face to face. Mean- 
while, the entire Moroccan diplomatic effort is aimed at rallying all the 
support possible around its viewpoint regarding the referendum: Thus, it 
prides itself on having, over the past several weeks, brought Sekou Toure's 
Guinea and Olof Palme's Sweden, each in turn, around to confirming the 
Moroccan position. 


But the success that is most willingly talked about in Rabat is the apparent 
disinterestedness of Colonel Qadhdhafi, whose role was not a minor one in 

the arming and financing of the Polisario. During his impromptu visit to 
Rabat in July, he is said to have told his interlocutors that he is tradition- 
ally hostile to the creation of mini-states, which are by definition the 
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objects of future satellization. And that he supported the Polisario only 
to make Morocco pay a price for having aligned itself with the Camp David 
policy. But that he is now convinced, especially after having met with the 
fathers of many leaders of the Polisario--among them, the father of the 
president of the SDAR--who talked of their sons as being "strays," that the 
Sahara issue is seen unanimously in Morocco as a major national cause, and 
that--he is said to have stated--he is going to review his position. In any 
cese, after having said on 3 July in Rabat that a referendum in the Sahara 
"would be pointless," (LE MONDE 5 July), he stated to Eric Rouleau (LE MONDE 
21 July) that he "had reached agreement with Hassan II regarding the princi- 
ple" of this same referendum, adding: "We supported the Polisario during the 
Spanish occupation. Today, it is a question of self-determination and 
negotiation. Peace must be given its chance." 


Francois Mitterrand, who made an official visit to Rabat in January this 
year, recalled on that occasion that he had always favored "self-determina- 
tion for the peoples of the Western Sahara and hence a referendum, with 
procedures to be put in place, if need be, under the supervision of the qual- 
ified international organizations." He added: "I approve King Hassan II's 
initiative ([ author's note |: in agreeing to the referendum), and I trust an 
approach will be adhered to that alone, in my view, is capable of responding 
to the contradictions of the moment." 


Very recently, he met several times with Hassan II in Paris. He has been 
able, as attested by the success of President Bendjedid Chadli's visit, to 
considerably improve our country's relations with Algeria without, as a 
result, compromising the very strong position we enjoy in Morocco, especially 
in the economic and cultural spheres. The fact that an offer of good offices 
made by Valery Giscard d’Estaing a few years ago failed is no reason why 
France should now forgo adding its weight to the efforts of those who, on all 
sides, are trying to bring the two camps together. This should not be an 
impossible task, since everyone now seems to agree on the necessity of resum- 
ing work on the arbitrating of this referendum, which the UN has been 
demanding for the past 18 years. 


For all those who are exhausting their resources in this dead-end conflict, 
is it not high time to cease combat operations? Even though, on both sides, 
the real impact of the war remains a state secret, it stands to reason that 
the war is weighing heavily on the development of countries that are being 
whiplashed by the full impact of the world crisis. 


FOOTNOTES 


}. Cited by Robert Rezette: "le Sahara occidental et les Frontieres Maro- 
caines" | The Western Sahara and the Moroccan Borders |, Nouvelles Editions 
latines, 1975 


2. During the period of the protectorate, Tindouf came under a "military 
Algerian-Moroccan border command," the authority of which extended east- 
ward to Bou-Allal, Beni-Abbes and the first foothills of the Great Western 
Erg. 
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3. Pierre Biarnes: "l'Afrique aux Africains" [Africa to the Africans }, A. 
Colins, 1980. 


4. Cf. reportage by Jean La Gueriviere: "Rabat sees in the Polisario's recent 
offensives proof of Algeria's military support" (LE MONDE 3 November). 
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‘Article by Andre Fontaine: "Morocco In Waiting" | 


Text | Just back from Morocco, Andre Fontaine has described 
a system that partakes, at one and the same time, of the 
nature of an absolute monarchy and of a democracy, and has 
next pointed up the problem of the Sahara (LE MONDE 6 and 7 
December). 


[iIl. Rain, God Willing 


Marrakech--Every guide will tell you: If you go to Marrakech, don't fail to 
visit the Agdal Gardens: The reflections from the water of the immense pool of 
Dar el Hana, the festal pavilion of the times of the Almohads, in composition 
against the backdrop of the Atlas, make the most beautiful postcard of this 
stray bit of the Orient close to the Atlantic. Unfortunately, for months, 
this year, there was not a trace of reflections, for the simple reason that 
the pool was dry. 


Finally, in November, it rained. The meadows, where the sheep seemed to be 
feeding on pebbles, began to green slightly, and the fields began to lose 
their Saharan aspect. But the remedial water had delayed its coming for too 
long. "Rain, God willing!" had become a ritual supplication in all conversa-~ 
tions. The production of hydroelectric energy, which is depended on to pro- 
vide 20 percent of the demand, dropped to exactly zero in October. 


Fortunately, several years ago, the country acquired some thermoelectric 
plants. But most of the fuel is imported, weighing heavily on a trade bal- 
ance that is already largely in deficit. While Morocco is the only Arabic 
country with anthracite deposits, it is not as lucky as its Algerian neighbor, 
whose oil and natural gas provide it a national per-capita revenue double its 
own. For the time being, the kingdom is extracting a rather small quantity 
of gas, but hardly any oil, although offshore prospecting appears to hold 
some promise. 


An Overestimated Resource 


The young and methodical minister of energy and mines, Moussa Saadi, is bank- 
ing, however, on the oil shales in the vicinity of Meknes. A project has 
been set up with the USSR, which is exploiting a deposit of comparable nature 
in Estonia. 





Research is under way on solar energy and biomass. But the government has 
come to the conclusion that it cannot do without nuclear power. One hundred 
fifty atomic engineers have therefore been trained at Saclay itself, and 
orders placed with SOFRATOME | expansion unknown | should enable the kingdom 

to put its first reactor in service within some 10 years from now. The uran- 
ium would be extracted from the phosphates, the country's principal resource, 
in that, as has been mentioned in this series, it owns 60 percent of the 
world's reserves. 


[It is a resource whose potential profitability was overestimated at the start 
of independence. According to an estimate given wide circulation at the time, 
it would provide every Moroccan with an income of 1,000 francs per month. 

The average Moroccan today perceives barely one-third of this amount, and, in 
the meantime, the franc has lost two-thirds of its value. 


It should be noted that the number of mouths to be fed has risen from 7 mil- 
lion in 1956 to 22 million today, with a birthrate of 6.5, which is certain- 
ly not unusual in the Third World, but requires a gigantic agricultural 
effort to ensure that the 40 million Moroccans of the year 2000 will not 
starve. Birth control is not to be relied upon. The doctors of Koranic Law 
are there to check on what radio and TV might be tempted to say on this 
topic. 


Getting back again to phosphates, they have one thing in common with bayonets: 
It is dangerous to sit on them. With help from the world crisis, orders have 
taken a deep plunge, and exchange has dropped one-third of its value in 2 
years. True, their principal buyer is none other than the USSR, whose crying 
need for its agriculture can be expected to ensure fulfillment of the 10-year 
contract it has signed. From the standpoint of the general outlook, the need 
to nourish a world population that will have grown by more than 1 billion 
between now and the end of the century precludes the forecasting of any last- 
ing recession of the phosphates market. Moreover, at Safi, on the Atlantic 
coast, Morocco has built the world's second largest plant, from the stand- 
point of physical size, for the production of phosphoric acid and phosphated 
fertilizers. The fact remains, however, that as of now, phosphate sales 
represent hardly more than one-third of the country's total exports, in lieu 
of one-half in 1975, and that two-thirds of the proceeds from these sales are 
being swallowed up by its oil bill. 


Mistaken Priorities 


Fortunately, Morocco has not committed the mistake of so many other third- 
world countries which, possessed by the idea of the USSR's example, have 
sought at all cost to give priority to the development of a heavy-industry 
economy. Morocco has preferred to invest heavily in agriculture. But one 
might well question today whether the choices made then were indeed the wis- 
est. Through an impressive irrigation program, it has more than tripled, in 
20 years, its production of citrus fruits. But sales of these are meeting 
with more and more competition, for example, from Spain. Needless to say, at 
Rabat, the prospect of Spain's entry into the European Economic Community is 
no more favorably looked upon than among the French farmers. 
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The Community covers 55 percent of Morocco's exports and 44 percent of its 
imports. Protection of European agriculture has now led to a reduction from 
170,000 to 65,000 tons of tomatoes imported annually from the kingdom. What 
will happen the day that Madrid and Lisbon are able to invoke the right to 
"Community preference"? 


The Moroccan planners would undoubtedly have been better advised to give 
priority to the improvement of cereals farmland, on which farmhands can still 
be seen pushing the antiquated wooden plow. It is thus not surprising that 
average yields, with the exacerbating circumstance of the drought, remain 
ridiculously low (5 to 6 quintals per hectare), and that Morocco finds it 
necessary to purchase 50 percent of its consumption from other countries, 
principally the United States. 


Just as the first obligation of the head of a family is to feed his family, 
so the primary duty of a political leader is to feed his people. The Moroc- 
can leaders cannot be accused of not having considered this, since the daily 
calorie allowance in 1977, the last year analyzed by the World Bank, amounted 
to 107 percent of the country's needs, which is very substantially higher 
than in the quasi-totality of its neighboring countries, except for Tunisia. 
This does not mean, however, that the people are being sufficiently wel} 
taken care of: How many eyes one sees rendered sightless by trachoma! the 
number of of doctors is smaller, in relation to the population, than it was 
as of the date of independence. 


If there is a food sector where progress is evident, it is definitely the 
fishing industry. In 20 years, catches have tripled, and Agadir has become 
the world's largest fishing port. But competition is fierce, and the caruers 
denounce as discriminatory a system of quotas and base prices that applies 
when exporting to the European Economic Community. 


Add to this the burden of military expenditures, which according to the World 
Bank amounts to 5.8 percent of the gross domestic product, versus 2.8 percent 
in 1972 (2.6 percent in France), and one is not surprised to hear everyone 
everywhere acknowledge that the economic situation is difficult. In 1980, 
under the aegis of the International Monetary Fund, it became necessary to 
adopt an austerity program involving both a massive reduction of investments 
and a heavy solidarity tax. As a result, and despite a growing tourist 
industry and the inflow of hard-currency transfers from Moroccans abroad, 
Morocco's balance of payeeace deteriorated seriously, ending in a deficit of 
over 12 billion dirhams’, up 2 billion dirhams over last year's deficit. Its 
foreign debt has risen from $7 billion in 1980 to $11 billion today, making 
the kingdom one of the world's most highly indebted countries per capita of 
inhabitant. 


These problems weigh heavily not only on Morocco's development, which finds 
itself blocked by the need to assign a higher priority to the tidying up of 





1) | dirham = |.05 frances. 
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the country's financial situation, but also on the social situation, the 
riots that bloodied Casablanca in June 1981 being worthy of note as an alarm 
signal. In sum, the Polisario and its foreign friends might well be thinking 
they need only wait a little longer for someone in Rabat to finally realize 
that butter is more important than cannon. 


This would be rather risky thinking. The United States has made it known 
that it decidedly will not let Morocco swing in the wind. The "Paris Club" 
has agreed to a restructuring of Morocco's debt. New credits have been 
granted to it. France is not going to disinterest itself in a country as 
open to its cultural and economic influece as is Morocco. And, above all, 
the Moroccan people are showing no signs of impatience with regard to contin- 
uation of the fighting. In their eyes, the Sahara belongs to them. Period. 


According to frequently voiced opinions, which, moreover, bear out what has 
been said above regarding agriculture, the Moroccan economy suffers less from 
a lack of resources than from a poorly planned utilization of them. In this 
system, in which industry and financing are, basically, in the hands of the 
state, a clear vision of the future, and hence of the priorities that need 

to be set, have too long been lacking. Everyone has been acting on his own, 
while short-term speculation and the flight of capital have flourished. 


The new prime minister, Mohammed Karin Lamrani, who has earned a reputation 
as a top-drawer manager, appears, in the view of many, to be the man to deal 
with the situation, although the fact that he is holding on to his position 
as head of the Phosphates Office suggests that he may be relinquishing his 
ministerial functions after the elections. For, what the country needs, 
from an economic standpoint, is an energetic taking in hand, accompanied by 
a clear definition of the objectives to be attained. 


The task is not beyond reach. The Moroccans are diligent workers. They 
showed, on the occasion of the "green march," their patriotism and their 
capacity for orderly mobilization. It is not too late to mobilize them again, 
this time in the service of the country's development. It will definitely be 
necessary, however, to convince them that a concurrent evolution will take 
place in the country's social structures, in the direction of greater justice 
and a lessening of inequalities. . 
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TUNISIA 


CALL FOR REMOVAL OF RACIST TERMS FROM COLLOQUIAL LANGUAGE 
Tunis L'AVENIR in French No 31, Nov 83 pp 44-45 


[Article by Alia Tabai, Advanced Teachers Training School, Bizerte: "Is Our 
Language Guiltless?"] 


[Text] It is a simple question that might give rise to excessive reactions, 
but let us be reassured: In our language and comments, our primary reactions, 
it is a matter of spotting those formulas which express a certain mentality 
that has no rightful place and of rooting out from our ordinary discourse 

that which would destroy a part of the dignity of Tunisian Blacks. The 
racism so spectacularly manifested in other lands is scarcely seen here in 

its virulent forms; that much is undeniable. 


But what words do we use to designate the Black? Oucif, first of all, then Kahlouch 
(equivalent of the French "negro" ["nigger'']). In our language, the function 

of domestic is equivalent to the word Black: "I am not your chouchane" (your 

black slave, meaning to slave away in that fashion!). Bazoul khadem is the 

name of a kind of grape which, because of its plumpness and color, reminds one 

of the breast of a black woman. Oucif combines the meaning of black slave 

and domestic.1 


What expressions are used by Abdelaziz Laroui, who represents the Beldi mental- 
ity and, by extension, the people's mentality, to paint a picture of the black 
person in his stories? 


Ach-chifa chaffa ou l'mankhar gad al-qouffa (thick lips and a nose as broad as 
a basket!); oucifa mchallta khaddiha ou labsa chouliga hamra (a black woman 
with scarred cheeks wearing ared_ rag), the color red reputed to be highly 
popular among Blacks.* Oucifa haqq saa noukhala (a black woman worth 3 kilo- 
grams of bran), a precious indication of the price on the slave market. 


For his part, in his book on Tunisian proverbs and sayings, Tahar Khemiri 
reports that: At-tefla ou l'khadem, ra'youhoum adem (the girl and the slave 
are scatterbrained) and that the height of bad luck is to be asouad ou fahham 
ousmou sakht Allah (black, a coal vendor and called the accursed of God), an 
expression used to designate an individual with the worst faults. 
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Even Ali Douagi, with his caustic humor, compares himself with Galadima, that 
leader of a black musical troupe.who, by his song, softens the suffering of 
his blood brothers.4 


The famous al-ouahla fi l'kahla kaana al-bida talga rejel (it is difficult 
with a black woman; a white woman will always find a partner), which origin- 
ally expressed the worry of parents concerning the marriage of a daughter 
deemed to be too dark,? seems to have filtered into the professional jargon 
of the chkobba (card game) players-and is used to depict any difficult situa- 
tion without solution. This shows that the language, through the use of 
expressions originally racist in the different contexts, justifies them. 


Banga Ousfane, Diwane ouargliya 


Nevertheless, we must go back into history to emphasize the difference which 
the Tunisian mentality made between two types of Blacks: those from the 
Saharan oases who were dark, without being true Blacks, the Ouargliya (from 
Ouargla in Algeria); and the Ousfane, former slaves and their descendants, 
brought from the other side of the Sahara, mainly Sudan. © 


The first group performed the functions of domestic, kKhaddam, servant or 
waiter, grasen, and porter, hammala. The Ouargliya also played an important 
role in the domestic staff of the old beylical palace of Hammam-Lif. 


For their part, the Ousfane formed a corporation in the capital, whose leader 
was the bach agha or al-hakem fi l'qachra s-souda, the principal eunuch of 
the bey. This corporation was distinguished from the rest of the Muslim 
population by its cult to the marabout Sidi Saad, whose qgobba was found in 
the Mornag plain, and by the Stambali brotherhood, whose rites were basically 
animistic and fetishist, like those of the other African Blacks. It used 
various instruments making noise and commotion. 


One cannot fail to mention the propitiatory role attributed to Blacks.® The 
Stambali gives great importance to noise, although the word is a synonym 
for shouts, racket, over which "Blacks have an exclusive monopoly."9 


Although it has come to be used as an adjective for any noisy meeting, the 
Stambali is said to frighten off the evil spirits, jnoun, and drive them away 
because of the noise. By extension, thanks to the racket they make as they 
go by, Blacks are considered to be very powerful propitiatory agents. They 
were often asked to give bangas in homes to drive away the evil spirits 
(jnoun). 


In addition, in the people's minds, their dark color gave them the power to 
ward off the evil eye: itayrou l-nafs, al-ayn. The greeting of a Black was 
considered to be good luck and his appearance in dreams as a manifestation of 
saad (good luck). 


Reputed to be lazy, a quality deemed natural among them, the Blacks performed 
lowly tasks, almost on the fringe of the existing economic system. 
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They also occupied low-level jobs: domestics, valets (prostitutes, hammam mas- 
seuses, harza, for women). They were bou saadiya, eccentric traveling 

dancers, the makers of cone-shaped bowls of alfa grass used for the mkabb 

for couscous, crushers of bourghoul, vendors of tikra (sorghum flour balls) 

and amulets decorated with cowries, oudaa. 


Blacks were also reputed to be scatterbrained, easy to anger (one says ousfane 
to designate an excess of anger), noisy and fond of dancing: al-ouisfane 
mahoum ihebbou ch-chtih ou 1'rdih.10 


All these traits (faults) combined to make them "pale imitations, 
ersatz . white mén. Fortunately, all this is in many ways a thing of the 
past. 


And yet, this historical survey is important.1l Furthermore, the language 
itself tries to attenuate any bitterness in the situation, making prestigious 
comparisons: Sidi al-nabi asmar (the Prophet is brown). It appeals to pro- 
phetic traditions: Kullukum sawasiyah kaasnan al-musht (you are all as alike 
as the teeth of a comb), and La fadla li'Arabi ‘ala 'Ajami illa bi'l-taqwa 
(the Arab has no superiority over the non-Arab other than that of piety) .12 


It would also be interesting to speak more at length about the Stambali, al- 
ready mentioned, of the ceremonies specific to the followers of the Sidi-Saad 
brotherhood. That could be the subject of another article. 
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ISRAEL 





INSTITUTE CLAIMS NEGEV WATER RECOVERABLE 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 9 Nov 83 p 2 


[Text] Prof Arye Issarof the Desert Research Institute at Ben Gurion Uni- 
versity says that potable water has been discovered in the Negev in quanti- 
ties sufficient to supply the needs of the State of Israel for 100 years 
and more. 


Prof Issar notes that the calculations of the Institute investigators indi- 
cate that at various depths in the Negev terrain there are reserves contain- 
ing about 300 cubic meters of water. 


According to him various studies conducted in the region indicate that be- 
neath these strata lie additional strata containing less potable water but 
which, by means of modern technology such as "sweetness osmosis,” it would 
be possible to pump from the earth's depths. In order to exploit the water 
reserves, Prof Issar proposes that tunnels be dug below the surface of the 
earth, similar to the manner in which coal or ore is mined. According to 
the plan laid out by researchers of the Desert Research Institute, shafts 
(whose depths have not yet been determined) should be sunk at the edges of 
the Arava and should progress from the base of the shaft in the direction 
of the tunnels within the stratum where the water is found. In the tunnel 
an orifice will be located through which the water will be directed toward 
the shaft, and by the use of pumps the water will be raised to the surface. 
On the radio program "New World," which was broadcast yesterday, the scien- 
tist stated that the water reserves mentioned are to be found beneath most 
of the ground of the Negev and the Sinai and that from a hydrobiological 
standpoint they are a continuation of water reserves in the Sahara Desert. 
"The implication is that Israel is blessed with a sea of water beneath the 
terrain of the Negev. We propose a modern approach and if it is our inten- 
tion to solve the water crisis in the Arava, we must begin immediately with 
a program of digging," Prof Arye Issar emphasizes. 
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ISRAEL 





NO WATER FOR AGRICULTURE TO WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 10 Nov 83 p 4 


[Text] The Water Commission will not supply irrigation water from local 
reservoirs for agriculture in the Jewish settlements in Judaea and Samaria, 
except for the Jordan Valley. However, the Commission will supply drinking 
water for the settlements in the area with no discrimination on account of 
race or religion, Zemah Yishai, water commissioner, stated yesterday. 


During his remarks at anews conference of science correspondents which was 
convened in connection with the publication of the research project of the 
Shmuel Na‘aman Institute of the Technion on the topic "Alternatives to Water 
Policy in Israel," the Water Commissioner explained that the mountain aqui- 
fer whose origin is in Judaea and Samaria and which continues from the 

Arava to the Coastal Plain, is one of the principal water table reserves 
from which the water economy of Israel is nourished, and the balance of the 
ground water therein must be preserved in order not to undermine it. 


For this reason, and also for the reason of the relatively high cost in- 
volved in pumping this water and connecting it to a regulated supply network, 
a policy has been established not to supply water for agriculture for Jewish 
settlement in Samaria and Judaea, with the exception, as stated, in the 
Jordan Valley. Likewise, the Water Commission is concerned that Arab farm 
ers do not engage in excessive use of agricultural water. This policy will 
be continued into the future despite those who complain about it, said the 
Water Commissioner. 


The Water Commissioner reported also that he will recommend to the minister 
of agriculture and to the Government that a variable rate for water be es- 
tablished, that is, in distant locations the rate is to be subsidized whereas 
in the population centers the consumers are to pay full rates for water. 


The Commissioner further reported that Jordanians are more or less observant 
of the Johnston Arrangement" of more than 20 years ago regarding limited 
exploitation of joint water sources with Israel. 


A team sponsored by the Shmuel Na‘aman Institute for Advanced Research in 
Science and Technology has recently completed a study which had extended over 
some 3 years and dealt with the development of a methodoiogy for locating 

and analyzing alternatives to water economy policy in Israel. 
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ISRAEL 


LACK OF WORK AT ISRAEL SHIPYARDS DEPICTED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 10 Nov 83 p 9 
[Article by Y. Gilboa: "A Dry Dock"] 


[Text] Invisible unemployment prevails among 900 workers of Israeli ship- 
yards in Haifa. The port, under government ownership, has no orders-- 
either from civilian sources or from defense sources. Ship repair activ- 
ities have also nar: owed to a great degree and even the scope of shore 
activities has lessened; the invisible unemployment has plagued the ship- 
yard for several years now. Workers in the enterprise, who fear for their 
future, are tense and their morale is low. Their income, too, has dropped 
to a recognizable degree inasmuch as it does not include overtime pay and 
premiums. 


Workers committees blame management for responsibility for the situation. 
It is its function to acquire projects, they say, and if it does not suc- 
ceed then it should be changed for another. 


The demand for layoff of 150 workers also clouds the relations between 
management and the committees. This was raised by management a long time 
ago and has been postponed time after time by the committees. These allege 
that the list of candidates for layoff which management submitted includes, 
among others, senior workers whose health has been impaired in the course 
of their work at the shipyard. The Haifa Workers’ Council supports the 
committees and its secretary, Moshe Wertman, has said that the Council will 
be prepared to deal with the rehabilitation of the enterprise if only man- 
agement would set forth a credible plan that would demonstrate that it has 
orders which can elevate the shipyard onto the royal road. Lacking orders, 
he noted, one must suspect that in the near future another list of layoff 
candidates will be submitted. 


To Enjoy Foreign Subsidies 


The problem of profitability in construction of merchant ships in this coun- 
try has accompanied the shipyard since its establishment 24 years ago; the 
ZIM Company (40 percent government owned) which is the principal potential 
customer of the shipyard, is able to acquire ships abroad at the subsidized 
price of tens of percents lower by comparison with this country. 
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In the shipping industry it is customary that the shipyard grants the cus- 
tomer cheap, long term credit within a limit of 80 percent of the value of 
the ship. This is possible thanks to the high subsidies which governments 
grant to their shipyards--which constitute generally, also, a base for many 
auxiliary enterprises. Therefore, the policy of the government with regard 
to the ordering of merchant vessels by Israeli companies has been, and still 
is, that it is better to take advantage of the subsidies granted by foreign 
governments to their shipyards instead of granting high subsidies to the 
local shipyard. Since its establishment, the Israeli shipyard has built a 
total of seven merchant ships which were subsidized by the government and 
which also thereby sustained a loss on them. Minister of Transport Haim 
Corfu said recently that the government stands to lose $5 million for every 
ship to be built at the shipyard. 


Recently, there have been completed at the shipyard development projects of 
a value of $15 million, within the framework of which the repair wing in 

the enterprise was improved and expanded. This was accomplished in accor- 
dance with a plan that had been submitted to the government at the beginning 
of 1981, subsequent to the change of managers at the shipyard (with the re- 
moval of Yisra'el Libertovsky, whose place was taken by Mikha'el Cohen). 

The submitted plan involved an additional investment of $10 million and was 
meant to expand ship building capability. However, this sum was not approved 
by the government. A commission representing the ministries of finance and 
transport determined once again that it was not profitable to build merchant 
ships in Israel. 


The former management of the shipyard based itself primarily on the building 
of navigational instruments for defense purposes and neglected to a consid- 
erable degree the repair branch. This expressed itself, among other things, 
in the failure of the repairs in the enterprise to adapt professionally to 
the size of modern merchant ships which have entered service over the course 
of years; it was possible to repair at the shipyard navigational devices of 
a capacity limited to 15,000 tons only. Similarly there was insufficient 
concern given to a reserve of craftsman in the branch. 


In the new management's development plan emphasis has been placed on the 
matter of repairs. Currently, the shipyard is capable of dealing with navi- 
gational equipment and ship repairs up to 80,000 tons displacement--and this 
includes the vast majority of navigational equipment reaching this country. 
Also, the wharves of the shipyard have been tripled in length from their 
previous dimensions, and it is possible today to accommodate several navi- 
gational systems simultaneously; the mooring wharf has been lengthened to 
230 meters, and with the deepening of the approach to it, it has been con- 
verted to a repair wharf. The repair wharf has been lengthened from 280 to 
400 meters. A new wharf, too, has been built, 230 meters in length, which 
serves as a mooring spot for three of the docks of the shipyard. The dock-- 
with a lifting capacity of 20,000 tons--which the shipyard had built in 
order to sell it abroad but for which a buyer has not been found, will be 
used for the purposes of the enterprises and serves at present as the central 
repair of the shipyard. According to the plan, the repair branch will be 
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able to supply 40 percent of the amount of employment in the enterprise and 
the remainder is to be filled by the building of navigational equipment and 
shore projects as they become available. 


Lying Unused--and a Tender Lost 


A year ago, even before the development activities had been completed in the 
repair branch, there were transferred to the shipyard by Israeli shipping 
companies projects whose scope exceeded the forecast. Among the projects 
completed was the conversion of two antiquated ships, one of 15,000 tons, 

to fruit transport ships. The shipyard entered into a multi-year agreement 
with the ZIM Company by which the company was to provide for the enterprise 
over a 7-year period projects totaling $30 million. 


Some time after that, there was again a reduction in the scope of the repair 
projects that were submitted to the shipyard. One of the reasons, as stated, 
was the severe crisis prevailing in shipping, which caused a postponement of 
non-vital repair projects. Members of workers' committees in the shipyard 
allege that on a number of occasions ZIM also presented for repair abroad 
ships which could have been repaired here. This has been denied by ZIM and 
its spokesman has noted that in every case the dock is assured of full em 
ployment by the terms of the multi-year agreement so that if during the 
course of 1 year the scope of the projects is less, it will be balanced out 
in another year. 


Further, there has been introduced into the calculation of the enterprises' 
employment plans a new procurement for navigational equipment by the navy, 
but this has been postponed because of cuts in the budget of the Defense 
Ministry; the general high expenditures of the shipyard, which stem particu- 
larly from its wide scope, make it difficult for it to compete with small 
metal enterprises in acquiring land-based work. Recently, it even lost a 
tender in which the large metal enterprises had participated; this was a 
tender on the order of several million dollars for the construction of 
Seven cranes for the Port Authority. It was won by the Kadmani Brothers, 
of the Druze village of Yarka, which proposed the lowest price. Currently, 
the minister of transport has publicly expressed his dissatisfaction with 
the inability of the shipyard to win the tender at a time when most of 

its workers are unemployed. 


In order to extricate it from its difficult position, a plan was proposed 
some time ago--with the encouragement of the Ministry of Transport--accord- 
ing to which ZIM will order two refrigeration ships at Israel Shipyards, 
on condition that Agarcascu will sign a long-term agreement with it for 
transporting fruits and vegetables. However, the principals in the deal-- 
ZIM and Agarcascu--have not yet decided, and months will go by before the 
picture clarifies. On another front, the Transport minister is working 
within the Defense Ministry for priority for his orders for navigational 
equipment in the shipyard, but in this aspect as well, there has been no 
progress yet. There is also talk of construction of two tugboats for the 
Port Authority at a price of some $3 million apiece. 
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The time has come for the government to decide whether it needs the ship- 
yard, or that the enterprise is excess--say the workers' representatives. 
The view of all involved in the matter is that the shipyard is vital to 
the state. Israel has a large merchant marine which requires a base for 
drydock and repairs. The shipyard answers--and with a high degree of suc- 
cess-~the uceds of the navy in assuring the functioning of sophisticated 
navigatis . equipment (and in this area it has already been demonstrated 
that outside sources are not to be relied upon). Over the course of years 
there has developed in the shipyard a unique professional potential, which 
it is a pity to lose. 


So that the shipyard may be able to fulfill its function and build naviga- 
tional equipment, the government must support it with significant sums--as 
is customary abroad. In the past the government did not demonstrate a de- 
sire for that, and today, considering the state of the economy, it does 
not appear that it will exhibit more readiness. 


In the meantime, maintenance of the shipyard runs to about a million and a 
half dollars per month. 
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TURKEY SEEKING TRADE LINKS WITH SULTANATE 


Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 1 Dec 83 p l 





{Article by Shirley Jones] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Turkey's new _ non-resident 
Ambassador to Oman, Mr. Umut 
Ank, is hoping to arrange 
exchange visits between the two 
countnes. 


Mr. Ank who is_ Turkish 
Ambassador in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, will be making frequent 
trips to Muscat to deal with his 
responsibilities here. 


In an interview with the Times 
of Oman he said the first move he 
would make to encourage active 
trading would be to invite Omani 
businessmen to visit Turkey. 


“It is important to progress 
slowly and steadily,” he said. “We 
have number of fine products to 
offer, | particuarly § domestic 
appliances, food and construction 
equipment.” 

So far only two companies in the 
Sultanate employ — Turkish 
workers. 


“IT am sure given time our 
presence here will be improved,” 
he added. “Turkey can provide 
excellent labour and our two 
cultures are not so dissimilar so 
there is no problem of workers not 
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settling. We also have -an 
advantage over many other 
countnes because we are so near”. 


Almost 50 per cent of Turkey’s 
business is now with Islamic 
countnes compared with the 
previous decade when 80 per cent 
was with Europe. 


“We see scope for Turkey with 
Oman and I hope I can arrange an 
exchange visit so that Omani and 
Turkish businessmen can see the 
potential for themselves.” 


Mr. Ank is also hopeful of 
encouraging tourists to Turkey 
which boasts the attractive cities of 
Ankara, the capital, and Istanbul. 


Turkey would continue to 
offer scholarships to 10 Omanis at 
graduate and post-graduate level, 
especially in the field’ of 
engineering, he said. 

Mr. Anik is also head of 
Turkey’s delegation to the Islamic 
Conference and is Turkeys 
representative in the Yemen Arab 
Republic. 


Previously he was Director 
General for Economic Affairs. 











COUNTRY'S PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT SURVEYED 


Muscat TIMES OF OMAN in English 1 Dec 83 p 5 


[Text ] 


Petroleum Development Oman, 
the Sultanate’s national oil 
producing company, has submitted 
its latest annual report to His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos. 

The report shows that the total seismic 
production in 1982 amounted to 13746 
km, 13 per cent higher than in the 
previous year. 


The report says that one of the seismic 
parties has now been equipped with an 
advanced 240-channel recording 
instrument developed specially for use 
by PDO. In the seismic processing 
centre, two of the latest computers have 
been installed, thus completing a one- 
year replacement programme designed 
to double the capacity of the centre. 


The report describes 1982 as a 
particularly successful year, with more 
than 200 million barrels of oil added to 
PDO’s reserves. ‘In fact considerably 
more oil was discovered than produced 
during the year and 14 out of total 25 
exploration wells were completed as 
producers. 


The most important find was the 
discovery at Sayyala of 50 degree API 
oil, at a depth of only 1200 m, which is the 
lightest oil yet discovered. 


The Sayyala well situated some 70 km. 
southwest of Haima was tested at rates 
up to 37,000 barrels per day. It was 
drilled following the discovery of 43 
degree API oil at Suwachat -1, which is 
just to the north of Haima close to the 


' main pipeline from South Oman. 


In the same well, a much deeper 
reservior was also located which has yet 
to be tested and appraised fully. 


Further large volumes of oil were 
found in South Oman between the 


Marmul and Rima fields at Nimr West, 
Karim West, Amal-South and Rasha 
with oil gravities ranging from 20 - 32 
degree API. 

The report notes that after a series of 
disappointments in the area between the 
Fahud and Ghaba fields, the possibility 
of producing 30 degree API oil from a 
structure drilled at Masllim — two gave 
encouragement for further exploration 
drilling. 

In 1982, one more drilling rig was 
added to the fleet making a total of 11 
rigs in operaion. A total of 142 wells were 
drilled of which 26 were dry holes. A new 
record footage of 608,454 feet for the 
year was achieved. 


Continued emphasis was placed on 
safe operating practices with the drilling 
department winning the _inter- 
department competetion. Five of the ngs 
had extended accident free periods 
namely Rig 2 (457 days), Rig 3 (382 
days), Rig 4 (608 days), Rig 8 (813 days) 
and Rig 10 (495 days). 

‘Production 


The average daily production from 20 
fields during 1982, according to the 
report was 51600 m3 (324,500 barrels), 
compared with 317,000 barrels per day in 
1981. The following table shows the 


details of production. 
Fields Producing Wells Daily Production 
(Cubic Metres Barrels) 
North Oman 
7 257 34,322 (215,850) 
Central Oman 
6 6 7,768 (48,850) 
South Oman 
7 126 9,510 (59,800) 
Total : 20 429 51,60m3 (324,500 
barrels) 
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At the beginning of the year the 
Marmul, Qaharir, Qharin east, Qata and 
Rahab fields were on stream. The 
development of these fields continued, 
increasing south Oman’s production 
potential. The new fields brought on 
ao jn 1982 were Rima, Amal and 


Production of oil and gas from the 
Birba field commenced in Apni 
following the commissioning of the 
process facilities. Oil production was 800 
m3/day ($031 barrels a day) and the gas 

roduced was sufficient to fuel the 

armul power station. 


Gas 


On gas projects, the report says that in 
September 1982, gas started to flow 
through the 292-kilometre of 16 inch gas 
line from Saih Nihayda to Hubara and 
via a spur line to Rima. 


This line, which now provides gas for 
the Rima power station and Hubaia 
booster station, will also supply gas to the 
Sahma_ booster station after its 
conversion to gas fuel in 1983. 


The government gas system, says the 
report, is being expanded to meet the 
growing requirement for gas foreseen 
over the next few years. During the year, 
two additional gas wells were drilled at 
Yibal and additional treatment facilities 
have been planned for completion in 
early 1985, which will increase the 
capacity from 3.5 million, standard cubic 
metres per day (125 mmcf/d) to 9.2 
million standard cubic metres per day 
(320 mm. cf/d). 


At the same time spur line and gas 
terminals will be installed for the Risail 
industrial area and cement factory, as 
well as for other new power stations. 


Heavy oil 


According to the P.D.O. report, the 
discovery in 1982 of another billion 
barrels of heavy oil in place in the South 
underlines the significance of heavy oil in 
the years to come. 


Most of this new heavy oil is contained 
in the Nimr West field. Recent studies 
have shown that the very low recovery 
factors in the heavy oil fields application 
of enhanced oil recovery techniques. 


Three pilot tests are being arranged: 
one in the Qarm Alam field and two in 
the Marmul field. 

Qarm Alam: From laboratory tests, it 
is thought that the extremely low 
recovery is due to the combination of a 
very viscous crude, a tight rock and 
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this rock being “‘oil-wet”’, i.e. the rock 
has a greater affinity for oil than water 
and thus does not allow water to seep in 
and expel oil so that it can be produced. 


The pilot test in Qarm Alam aims to 
inject water that is twice as hot as water 
boiling at normal atmospheric pressure. 
It is anticipated that at this high 
temperature, the rock will become 
water-wet rather than oil-wet. It should 
then allow water to seep in and oil to be 
produced at the wells. 

Marmul: It is estimated that a fairly 
simple recovery technique, involving the 
displacement of oil towards the wells by 
the injection of water would recover 
about 15 per cent of the oil in place. 


The reason why the recovery factor is 
not very much higher is that the oil there 
is about 100 times as viscous as water. 
Any injected water tends to bypass and 
under-run the oil. One of the pilot-tests- 
the polymer pilot — aims to inject water 
which has been viscosified by mixing it 
with polymer. 

The thickened water will be 20 times 
as viscous as ordinary water and is thus 
much less likely to bypass oil. The other 
test the steam pilot — aims to inject 
steam into the formation. At steam 
temperature, the Marmul oil would 
become very much less viseous than it 
was Originally and should, therefore, 
flow more early to the wells. 


The three pilot tests, hot water, steam 
and polymer will be under construction 
during 1983-84. The report anticipates 
that the large-scale projects to follow 
should have a significant impact in 
sustaining oil production levels in Oman 
at the end of this centuray and into the 
next. 

Finances 


On PDO’s financial situation, the 
report says that capital expenditure in 
1982 included 56 million dollars on the 
completion of the Rima field 
development, which to date has cost a 
total of 98 million dollars. 


Expenditure on the Saih Nihayada to 
Hubara gasline commissioned in August 
1982 amounted to 22 million dollars out 
of a cost to date of 42 million dollars. 


Total expenditure on well hook-ups in 
South Oman, including further 
de-<lopment of the Marmul field with an 
additional 31 wells, was 21 million dollars 
in 1982. 

Major gas projects in North and 


Central Oman continued with 1982 
expenditure of 47 million dollars. Other 














CSO: 


projects included the first phase of the 
Qata_ field development with 
expenditure of 3.5 million dollars (4 
million dollars to date), and 
commencement of the Marmul steam 
drive pilot project which has been 
allocated a total budget of 41 million 
dollars and is due for completion in 1984. 


Exploration (39 million dollars) with 
five seismic parties and drilling (180 
million dollars) with eleven mgs in 
operation achieved record levels of 
activity during the year. 

The report discloses that the 
processing capacity of PDO’s general 
purpose computer was increased by 
installing more improved and upgraded 
equipment. 

The use of micro and minicomputers 
dedicated to specific systems continued 
to grow. One such computer was 2 
Hewlett Pockare 3000 installed for the 
development of a production data 
system. 

New programming facilities were 
made available and access to the 
computers became easier in many 
departments of the company through a 
further growth in the number of 
terminals which totalled 85 by the end of 
the year. 
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A data link with Shells’s computer 
centre in Wythenshawe has also been 
established giving PDO quick access to a 
substantial programme library. 


Extensive video based training 
progammes were set up to enable more 
staff to benefit from computer resources 
in their everyday work. 


The level of supply activity continued 
to increase during 1982 with the overall 
expansion in company operations. The 
number of drilling rig moves, carried out 
during the year, increased from 215 to 
284 in 1982, this was partly due to the 
arrival of Rig 11. 


Two local contractors, says the 
report, now supply 25 of the company’s 
heavy vehicles on long-term contract. In 
addition, an average of 12 heavy vehicles 
per month were hired from local 


contractors as and when they were 
required. 


The volume of materials imported 
during 1982 was as follows: 

Mina al-Fahl: 141,670 tons 

Mina Qaboos: 28,947 tons 


The value of stock rose from 94 million 
dollars to 109 million dollars at the year 
end. 

















GOVERNMENT PLANNING TO UPGRADE METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES 


Muscat THEMES OF OMAN in English 8 Dec 83 p 5 


{Text ] 


The Government intends to 
develop and modernise the national 
meteorological services during the 
next few years to cater for all the 
requirements of the economic, 
social, transport, communications, 
agricultural and hydrological 
spheres. 


This was stated in a report issued by 
the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation. 

It said that a comprehensive training 
plan for qualifying Omani staff in all 
meteorological fields and at different 
levels and specialisation has been 
prepared. 


The plan is the first step towards the 
gradual Omanisation of technical and 
administrative jobs and_ reducing 
dependence on expatriates in a gradual 
manner. 


Four Omanis were sent to the United 
States for specialised studies and 
training courses in all meteorological 
fields. On their return, they will be the 
nucleus necessary to meet local, regional 
and international commitments. 
Another five Omanis will be sent to 
World Meteorological Organisation 
-sponsored specialised institutes to study 
meteorological forecasting. 


Upon successfully completing their 
courses, they will be posted to the 
forecasting offices run by the Directorate 
General of Meteorology in Oman. 


An ambitious plan has been developed 
to promote meteorological practices and 
keep abreast of the ever-growing 
international advancements, through the 
provision of the most modern, and 
accurate technological equipment and 
the use of computerised methods. 


A fully automated upper air 
radiosonde at Seeb International 
Airport, measures twice a day the 
different weather elements. i.e. 
atmospheric pressure, temperature, dew 
point temperature, percentage of 
relative humidity and wind speed and 
direction - up to a very high altitude 
almost reaching 90,000 feet AMSL. 


The Radiosonde is a small electronic 
system affixed to a big pilot balloon filled 
with hydrogen gas which is lighter than 


alr. 


Duning its unrestricted ascent through 
the different atmospheric layers, the 
system transmits specially coded signals 
which are received and transferred, 
automatically and electronically, by the 
earth station into recorded data 
elements. 


This data is, therefore, plotted and 
respresented on charts and sent to 
forecasting offices within the Sultanate 
for preparing forecasts, specially those 
dealing with aircraft movements. 


Two stations of this type are currently 
available at Seeb and Salalah airports. 
Tests 
The Directorate General of Meteoro- 
logy has started test operations of three 
new  fully-automated _— observation 
Stations in Fahud, Marmul and Buraimi. 


Information transmitted by these 
Stations is checked to determine 
accuracy before being approved for 
operation. 


Basic meteorologic information and 
data, collected and recorded by these 
stations, on a hour basis, are 
automatically coded (without human 
aid) into standard technical terms and 
transmitted in accordance with pre- 
arranged programmes and timings to the 
main forecasting office at Seeb Airport. 
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When these stations are officially 
operative, the Buraimi observation staff 
will be transferred to work in other 
meteorological stations and centres. The 


completion of these projects will be a 


major achievement. 


In implementz.uon of the Regional 
Marine Meteorological Programme for 
the Gulf states, sponsored by the World 
Meteorological Organisation, two 
marine stations were established and 
operated at Mina Qaboos and Port 
Raysut. 

This programme aims at collecting 
timely and accurate meteorological 
information and data at Omani ports and 
in territorial waters in the Gulf of Oman 
and Arabian Sea areas. 


This information and data will be 
used in preparing and issuing meteorol- 
Ogical reports and forecasts pertinent to 
navigators, fishermen, seamen, 
Sultanate of Oman’s Navy and the Ports 
Authonties. 


The reports and forecasts are 
beneficial to sea navigation and ports 
operations and help ensure the efficiency 
and safety of maritime transport 
operations whether they are near Omani 
shores and coasts in territorial waters or 
even on the high seas. 


The provision of a comprehensive and 
integrated network of marine meteo- 
rological stations in various maritime 
areas within the Sultanate is the prime 
objective of this programme. 

The establishment of two marine 
meteorological stations at Mina Qaboos 
and Sur areas, each of them associated 
with an offshore anchored floating buoy 
has been completed. 


The two stations have already started 
operations and are measuring different 
surface and in-depth meteorological 
parameters, including sea tem: ratures, 
wind velocity and direction, dew point, 
appropnate information about sea 
currents and direction, heights, speed, 
period and intensity of waves. 
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All this information in addition to the 
other normal weather elements is 
received every three hours through a 
specially programmed computer at Seeb 
International Airport Forecasting 
Office. 

Agreement 


The Ministry of Communications 
(represented by DGM) signed an 
agreement with the UNDP and the 
World Meteorological Organisation for 
the developments and modernisation of 
national meteorological services in 
Oman. 


In accordance with the working plan, 
attached to this agreement, a WMO 
radar specialisi visited the Sultanate to 
conduct a study in consultation with 
Officials about the installation and 
operation of two weather __ radars at 
Seeb International Airport and the 
Meteorological Station in Masira. 


The first will be used in support of 
short and long range forecasts, especially 
in connection with heavy rainfall and 
thunderstorms for the whole North of 
Oman area. 


The second radar will be used in 
observing and monitoring the track and 
strength of tropical storms and cyclones, 
which normally hit the Sultanate’s 
Eastern and Southern provinces on their 
way from the Indian Ocean through the 
Arabian Sea and the Gulf of Oman 
endangering property and lives. 


The report, prepared by the WMO 
radar expert, is subject to perusal by the 
Directorate for necessary comments by 
concerned authorities. Upon approval, 
the World Meteorological Organisation 
will be requested to invite an 
international tender, commensurate 
with Oman’s requirements and the local 
regulations. The final decision is 
expected to be taken by the beginning of 
the next year. 








BRIEFS 


BRITISH JAGUARS FOR DEFENSE--THE strike capability of the Sultan of Oman's Air 
Force has received a big boost with the delivery of the latest batch of Jaguar 
fighters under an agreement signed with British Aerospace. The Deputy Prime 
Minister for Security and Defence, Sayyid Fahr bin Taimour, was in Britain 
recently to take part prsonally in the official handing-over ceremony at the 
British Aerospace plant. The ceremony was attended by Oman's Ambassador to 
Britain, the Chief of Staff of the Royal Air Force and the Director of British 
Aerospace. Sayyid Fahr was taken on a conducted tour of the aircraft plant and 
later attended a simple function. Speaking on the occasion, Sayyid Fahr ex- 
pressed has appreciaton of the role played by the British Government in help- 
ing the Sultanate achieve defence preparedness. Sayyid Fahr also encouraged 
the Omani technicians and pilots presently receiving traising in Britain to 
put their best foot forward so that Oman could be fully self-sufficient in 
trained manpower. Sayyid Fahr pointed out that with the addition of the latest 
batch of fighter aircraft, SOAF would be in a better position to play its de- 
fence role. The first batch of Jaguars was received by Oman in 1977, and the 
Sultanate has come a long way since then, Sayyid Fahr said. [Text] [Muscat 
OMAN DAILY OBSERVER in English 4 Dec 83 p 2] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


HEIR TO THRONE OF ABU DHABI INTERVIEWED ON MILITARY, POLITICAL ISSUES 
Riyadh AL-JAZIRAH in Arabic 19 Nov 83 p l1l 


{Interview with Lt Gen Khalifah Bin Zayid ‘Al Nuhayyan, heir to throne of 
Abu Dhabi and deputy supreme commander of the armed forces of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE): "Lt Gen Khalifah Bin Zayid 'Al Nuhayyan in an Impor- 
tant Political Interview with AL-JAZIRAH"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] AL-JAZIRAH took advantage of the opportunity presented by the 
current visit to the kingdom of His Highness Lt Gen Khalifah Bin Zayid ‘Al 
Nuhayyan, the heir to the throne of Abu Dhabi and the deputy supreme comman- 
der of the armed forces of the UAE, by conducting a long political interview 
with his highness which was of great importance with respect to the hot 
issues in the Arab world and the Gulf. His highness was pleased to respond 
to the questions put to him concerning them. 


His Highness Lt Gen Khalifah is the eldest son of His Royal Highness Shaykh 
Zayid Bin Sultan 'Al Nuhayyan, the president of the UAE and the ruler of the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. His highness was born in 1948 in the city of al-'Ayn 
in the eastern region of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. His excellency is a 
lofty, humane example to the members of the ‘Al Nuhayyah family, with his 
strength of character and his noble nature. The credit for the formation of 
his humane character, his sublime moral sense and his clear thinking goes to 
his father, for his highness was close to his father, at whose hands he learn- 
ed about leadership and politics. He has shouldered his national responsi- 
bilities in the various high offices he has held with competence and ability, 
be they on the level of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi or on the level of the 
federation. On 18 September 1966, his highness was appointed both the 
representative of his royal highness the ruler of Abu Dhabi and the chief 
justice in the eastern region. His highness held a series of high leadership 
posts, until he was appointed deputy chairman of the Federal Cabinet, when 
the UAE was established. In 1976, he was appointed deputy supreme commander 
of the armed forces of the UAE. His highness has built up the armed forces 
of the UAE in record time, in addition to outfitting them with modern weapons 
and equipment. Since 1974, he has headed the Executive Council of the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi. He also directly supervises the management and conservation 

of the country's oil wealth. 


The text of the interview which his highness was pleased to give AL-JAZIRAH 
follows: 
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More Military Coordination Studies 


[Question] One hears a lot in the news about the intention of the countries 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to set up a unified military command. 

How much truth is in that? Do you think that such a command would facilitate 
the process of unifying the military forces of the GCC countries? 


[Answer] The issue of security in the Gulf is one of the most important 
issues which the leaders of the GCC countries are interested in and follow. 
The Gulf is one of the most important targeted strategic regions in the 
world, because of several political and economic considerations. The 
security of the Gulf is the joint responsibility of its inhabitants. It is 
a duty and a crucial matter for the Gulf states, and it can only be realized 
through integration and coordinacion. 


In order to realize this strategic principle, the GCC countries are working 
tirelessly to raise their armies’ military capability, combat ability, and 
armaments level. This issue was the subject of deliberate studies before 
this principle, in its broad, general outlines, was translated into reality. 


Within the same context, the Peninsula Shield exercise was successfully 
completed a few weeks ago. It marked a real beginning for military coopera- 
tion and coordination among the armed forces of the GCC countries. Other 
steps have also been taken. Studies are still being conducted in order to 
determine the most appropriate way of supporting our military capabilities 
and distributing defense-related tasks among the GCC countries. Since 
military coordination and cooperation have reached this stage of maturity 
and positive development, the establishment of a unified military command 
for the GCC countries has become essential for the consolidation of our 
joint defense plans and the means of coordinating our defense, so that we 
can protect the region from any dangers which might threaten it. 


The Fighting Among the Palestinians and the Call by His Majesty King Fahd 


[Question] The fighting among the Palestinians still goes on, despite the 
mediation efforts by the Gulf countries, which succeeded in getting the 
Palestinian factions to agree to a cease-fire. How do you comment on that? 
How can this fighting, which has come to threaten the position of the 

PLO, and thus of the Arab cause, be stopped? 


[Answer] What truly makes one sad and sorrowful is that the Palestinian 
revolution, which was and still is the source of pride for every Arab and 
everyone in the world who loves the cause of freedom, is passing through a 
difficult trial. The unity of the ranks of the Palestinians was the rock 
on which the ambitious desires of the Israeli enemy, who is not unmindful 
of what is going on now in the ranks of the Palestinian revolution, were 


smashed. His Majesty King Fahd was expressing the feelings of the Arab nation 


with perfect candor when he said in his call to the Arab people that our 
duty today lies in doing all we can as quickly as possible to make sure 
that the enemy cannot exploit the Palestinian dispute, for it is absolutely 


unacceptable for a Palestinian to take up arms against his brothers, no matter 


what justifications are offered by this side or that. We beg for the swift 
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removal of the causes of this dispute among companions in arms, so that the 
cause may be saved from the state it has reached, which weighs on the 
conscience of every Arab. We implore all the Palestinian factions to reject 
the use of armed force in dealing with the problem and to act responsibly. 
We beg everyone to rally around the PLO, since it is the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people, so that the Palestinian revolution 
will remain the hope we rely on. Otherwise, the fighting may affect the 
fateful issue and threaten it with the most serious dangers. 


We Hope to Consolidate the Cease-Fire Agreement 


The GCC countries in particular spared no effort in arriving at the cease- 
fire agreement. It is a positive step of some importance. We hope to 
consolidate this agreement. 


The Real Meaning of the Geneva Dialogue 


[Question] In light of the new circumstances in Lebanon, especially the 
developments which took place after Geneva, do you think that the efforts 
currently being exerted to return quiet and security to Lebanon, establish 
its sovereignity, and achieve the withdrawal of all the non-Lebanese forces 
from its territory can succeed? 


[Answer] The meaning of the national dialogue is that the leaders of 

Lebanon have been given their first chance in a long time to embrace the 
logic of dialogue instead of internecine fighting. They are being allowed 

to search for a formula which will preserve unity and sovereignty of this 
brother country and maintain its independence. We trust that Lebanon's 
leaders will not neglect the real reason for these meetings, thereby letting 
this opportunity slip from their hands. Whenever a country is in a fateful 
position, only its people should hear the responsibility of rising to the 
level which will enable them to save it from the dangers which surround it. 
Therefore, we strongly hope that Lebanon's leaders will fulfill the national 
and pan-Arab desires for which the Lebanese people, no matter what their 
sects and organzations, yearn. We hope they will work out a formula for 
reconciliation as quickly as possible. Since one success leads to another, 
we regard as a good omen the success of Saudi diplomacy and the continuation 
of its efforts for the sake of Lebanese reconciliation. We believe that this 
this success is linked organically and in terms of destiny with the Arab 
nation's issues and that it has a positive effect on the entire situation and 
on the developments in our fundamental struggle with the Zionist enemy. It 
will help put out the fires of discord once and for all. This is especially 
important, since people's fingers are still on their triggers. We think the 
way to achieve this consists of open dialogue and democracy among the leaders 
of Palestinian activity, so that their real efforts can be devoted to bring- 
ing the Palestinian revolution and cause to safe ground, while new founda- 
tions are laid which benefit from the experience of the past. 


The Efforts to End the War Must Be Renewed 
[Question] Arab, Islamic and international efforts are still continuing to 


end the Iran-Iraq war, but they are achieving no progress. What is your 
personal view of how to end the bloodshed? 
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[Answer] The entire Islamic world, of which we are a part, opposes the 
continuation of this war. It sees in the war a serious frustration of its 
present and a still more serious threat to its future. Every single day, 
this war brings more losses to both sides. Many of the two countries’ human 
and material resources and energies are being depleted. They should be 
spent on areas of development which the sons of the two peoples need, not 

on battlefields where Muslims fight their brother Muslims. The time has 
come to stop the war. Though the responsibility for this war belongs pri- 
marily to the two warring countries, rather than accruing to any other 
party, efforts ought to be renewed and mediation attempts ought to continue 
anyway, without weariness, boredom or despair. Weighty tasks deserve great 
care. We in the GCC countries--and in the UAE--are working constantly to 
bring about a speedy end to this awful bloodshed. In our opinion, these 
efforts must be backed up by intensive support from the other Islamic and 
non-aligned countries and the peoples of the Third World, who have good 
relations with both Iraq and Iran. The time has come for those forces and 
other peace-loving forces to act and so partake with us in the creation of 
the instruments and methods which will make it possible to achieve their 
goals and put a stop to this human, economic and military hemorrhage. The 
Islamic world faces no greater danger than the continuation of this war, and 
nothing is more fraught with benefit for Israel and the countries which have 
designs on the entire Islamic world. 


The UAE's Experience of Unity 


[Question] A few days ago, the UAE celebrated the 12th anniversary of its 
establishment. How do you view this experience of unity? What has it 
achieved? 


[Answer] The course followed by the UAE federation has given the people 

in this region of the Gulf a great deal, thanks to constructive efforts 

which aimed from the start to build up the people in the UAE. This is consid- 
ered the best way to invest and exploit the wealth which God, may He be praised 
and exalted, has bestowed upon us, thereby providing our country with all 

the means for achieving progress and bearing our pan-Arab responsibilities. 
The path of goodness will continue to be followed in our land, which was 
obtained with the permission of God, for the leader who achieved what he 
promised in the various areas, from building hospitals to spreading education 
throughout the country, establishing the university, and forming the army is 
able, if God wills, to keep on bearing the responsibility and achieving his 
sublime ambitions, in order to elevate the edifice of the federation for the 
sake of a shining present and a happy future. "Say: ‘Act, and God, His 
Messenger and the believers will see.'" 
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MAJOR EXPANSION OF SOFTWARE BNDUSTRY PLANNED 


London FINANCIAL TIMES in English 21 Dec 83 p 16 


{Article by John Elliott] 


{Text } 





Bilateral trading deals 
are planned with 

Eastern Europe and 
France to promote major 
expansion and generate 
$40m revenues in 1984. 


a 
> 


INDIA’S mushrooming com- 
puter software industry is to be 
boosted by a major Govern- 
ment expansion programme 
which the Department of Elec- 
tronics hopes to — with 
a series of bilateral trading 
deals with different countries. 

French civil servants and 
industrialists recently discussed 
possible two-way trade during 
talks in Delhi. Deals have 
already been struck in Eastern 
Europe where India has strong 
trade links with the USSR and 
Bulgaria. 

Exports of software from 
{India doubled in 1983 from 
US$ 10m in 1982, “In 
1984 I am _ planning for 
exports to grow to US$ 40m 
through deals with various 
countries,” says Dr N. Sesha- 
girl, director of computer de- 
velopment in Delhi's Elec- 
tronics Department. 

The number of companies 
licensed by the department to 
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produce software using im- 
ported equipment has jumped 
from 20 to 30 early Jast year to 
over 100. The companies employ 
an estimated 5,000 people. 

Dr Seshagiri claims that In- 
dia’s software can be as much 
as 85-90 per cent cheaper than 
developed countries’ products. 
A more generally accepted 
figure is nearer 50 per cent. 

“We have large resources 
of low-cost intellectual man- 
power in India and it is crimi- 
nal not to put many of the 
hundreds of thousands of unem- 
ployed qualified engineers to 
work. They should be trained 
for software work until they 
can get engineering jobs maybe 
later,” says Dr Seshagiri. 

In‘a country as vast as India, 
such a dream is not easily ful- 
filled. But Dr Seshagiri intends 
to make a start by training and 
employing 200 engineers to 
link computers in state govern- 
ments with Delhi. 

India’s software potential has 
developed in the past three 
years as the government's pro- 
tectionist industrial policies 
have been relaxed, enabling 
firms to import computers on 
which to build = software 
expertise. 

Indians’ intellectual capabili- 
ties, particularly in science and 
technology, are internationaily 


INDIA 


recognised. But the best brains 
usually emigrate. 

The development of software 
has provided a way of using 
that intellectual aptitude at 
home although several large 
companies send software engin- 
eers abrvad. 

India’s sudden entry into the 
international software market 
has aroused some opposition and 
criticism because some people 
believe it is not engaging in full 
international trading. 

But, starting with its links 
with the Soviet block, India 
plans to build two-way 
deals. Under an electronics 
protocol signed three 
months ago, Florg of the 
USSR is selling India educa- 
tional computers for three en- 
gineering colleges worth 
US$5m. 

In return India will sell four 
times as much—some US$10m 
of software and another 
US$10m of computer com- 
ponents and equipment during 
the next three years, 

Talks with French companies 
such as CIT-Alcatel, Bull and 
Thomson may yield, software 
orders worth some US$10m. 

India’s software companies 
hope also to sell products to 
Australia, the U.S. and Japan. 














U.S. ACCUSED AS ‘MAJOR PERPETRATOR OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM' 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Dec 83 p 2 


[Editorial: "U.S. Creates Atmosphere of Terror and Panic"] 


[Text ] TEHRAN (IRNA)— Following the recent events in 
the Middle East region, the interventionist govern- 
ment of the United States is gearing up to launch 
new conspiracies in this region. 

The U.S. which itself is a major perpetrator 
ot international terrorism, has created, through a 
wide-range planning, an atmosphere of terror and 
panic in various corners of the world. 

Inside America too, the Reagan Administration 
backed by the U.S. mass media is instituting strict 
security measures. 

Among these measures are the erecting of 
concerte walls, placing of sand-loaded trucks 
around the White House and blocking of the roads 
leading to and from it. 

Also normal activities at airports are greatly 
altered so as to ensure protection when flying to 
or from there. 

These, together with other security measures 
in the course of press interviews, have caused an 
atmosphere of panic, which indicates a U.S. 
attempt to ready the public opinion for the plots it 
has designed for the Middle East. 

In other parts of the world also, similar 
programs have been put into effect so that the 
expansionist U.S. in the guise of “peace-keeping” 
forces and on the pretext =. maintaining security 
can appear everywhere. 

Undoubtedly its very presence in those regions 
causes tension and evoke reaction from the oppres- 
ed people, thus disturbing the security there. 

Interestingly enough, recently Reagan has 
personally assumed the main role of an actor in 
this conspiratorial scenario and has accused Iran 
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in private and public meetings of being the place 
where terrorist activities are originated and master- 
minded, to be carried out throughout the world. 

For instance, he has_ claimed that Iran has 
trained 1,000 people ready to stage suicide opera- 
tions, and that it has gathered them in Lebanon. 

He has also warned that the Iranians might 


- even come to the Unitec! States and that in a word 


his life and those of his like in the White House 
are in danger. 

This time too, U.S. imperialism and its theore- 
ticians are blind. The same as they failed in their 
analyses and anticipation of events in the course 
of the Islamic Revolution, this time too they 
cannot accept as a reality the ever-increasing 
progress of the people’s movements among the 
Moslem nations who have been harassed by the 
domination of the Eastern and Western super- 
powers. 

Instead they blame other governments for the 
trend of a natural movement of the people, which 
stems from the aggressions of the interventionist 
U.S. government. 

Monday’s explosions in Kuwait, as was the case 
with the Beirut explosions, will apparently become 
a new pretext for the criminal U.S. to materialize 
its conspiracies against the Islamic Revolution of 
Iran and thus turn the Islamic Republic into a 
target of imperialism’s propaganda attacks. 

Undoubtedly, the nations know the realities 
very well, and this is enough for us. They feel very 
well the pressure of the criminal U.S. doraination 
upon their shoulders, and consider these self- 
inspired movements in the region as ‘he natural 
consequence of the U.S. plots and pressures. 

And there is also no doubt that victory belongs 
to the Mostazafin (oppressed) of th world. 
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EDITORIAL ON TUDEH LEADERS' TELEVISED 'CONFESSIONS' 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 31 Oct 83 pp 1, 13 


/Text/ The three-part interview of the leaders of the Tudeh Party and the 
revelation of the activities of the deviationist and partisan line brought to 
light a number of hidden facts so forcibly that no political or ideological line 
of thought has the power to deny the evils of alignment with foreigners. 


This line, that is, the policy of alignment with the East, was more clever and 
opportunistic in its actions than the line linked with the West and was thus 

able to survive longer. But it finally suffered the same fate, namely, disappear- 
ance from the scene and destruction. 


This fate, of course, could have been foreseen for this line; but it put up a 
good facade and took advantage of the social freedoms of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran; and as long as it clashed with the entire order only on the basis of 
theory and had not in practice adopted a stance of confrontation with the order 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the authorities did not have a death struggle 
with this line. But the authorities had warned repeatedly that although freedom 
existed, conspiracy was not allowed. As soon as it was discovered that the 
deviationist line was hatching plots, it was also demolished, and the few 
individuals who remain issue statements in Eastern bloc countries and send their 
manifestos by mail, even though they know that everyone realizes that the 
political death of this line has in fact proved to be a victory for the Islamic 
revolution. 


These interviews brought out certain salient points. The first related to the 
form and nature of the interviews. The individual entrusted with carrying out 
these programs was a Tudeh Party leader who had spent 20 years of his life in the 
annihilated Shah's prison. Fraud, secret iveness as to its nature, long-term 
corruption, subservience in alliances and other deviationist views had so per- 
meated the activites of this party that the man personally undertook to carry 

out this program. Despite the years he spent in prison and his propaganda in 
favor of this line, he not only undertook to reveal as much as possible but made 
no effort to skimp on the revelations of methods, tactics and even strategy. 

The point that repeatedly aroused attention in the interviews was that deviationist 
and corrupt tactics and strategy spring fron a corrupt ideology; and that the 
cause of these traitorous activities was not only alignment with a /certain/ 
country but also an ideological alignment with a line called Marxism, which, 





being materialistic and atheistic, regards means as justifying the end. A 
sound and idealistic man who begins to subscribe to these ideas is changed 
into an animal that is a pawn and a tool. The realization of these two facts 
made the man deny and reject his former ideology. 


The collapse of links with the West and the East such as those of combative 
factions and the Tudeh Party, and the downfall of lines placing credence in the 
West that wore an Islamic visage, such as the Nehzat-e Azadi /Freedom Movement / 
and the anti-Bahai organization, and the impending fall of the decadent Baath > 
regime as a result of its confrontation with the Islamic Republic--these are 
not simple defeats and not easily achieved. 


In every revolution in this century that took place before the Islamic revolu- 
tion in [ran we see that each of these deviationist lines was able to arrogate 
power to itself and drive out the true revolutionaries with machinations and 
the use of force. 


The nature of the revolution for democracy was changed by those who placed 
credence in the West; the movement for the nationalization of oil was defeated 

by the use of force; the leadership of the Russian revolution was seized by 
opportunists and the group of free Egyptian officers eventually placed themselves 
under the control of Sadat and Mubarak. 


Coups d'etat took place in Ghana and Indonessia, and after a time, China encouraged 
American capitalists to invest in that country. Any revolution that does not 

pay close attention to mental, cultural and ideological problems is bound to 
suffer a similar fate. As for the Islamic revolution in Iran, we saw that every 
trend of thought opposed to the Islamic revolution resorted to action and propa- 
ganda to the limits of its power and facilities but achieved no success because 
the true course of the Islamic revolution left no room for conspiracy and 
opportunism, since the leaders of the revolution adhered closely to ideological 
principles. 


In the pursuit of this course and the achievement of these triumphs and successes, 
the revolution's main indebtedness is to the Imam and then to the militant 
spirituality of our venerable and victorious martyrs, who, under the leadership 
of the Imam, made sacrifices until these victories were granted to us by God. 


With attention to the problems mentioned, for the sake of preserving the con- 
tinuous victories and for the complete triumph of the Islamic revolution, it 

is necessary for responsible individuals to follow and emulate the Imam even 
more than before; to continue advancing on the true course of Islam; to resist 
pressure groups and scattered shortcomings, for even one step of quiescence will 
bring about continuous retreat. Meanwhile, it is necessary to give thought to 
those who, while preserving their popularity by other-worldliness, are trying 

to nullify what has been accomplished, to prepare the ground for their future 
appearnce and to magnify shortcomings that can be alleviated. This method was 
employed by the factions in the beginning, but they finally succumbed to 
infighting. The Tudeh used this road to conspiracy, and we have all seen the 
fate of all these claimants. Hence, anyone who has a claim to make, if he really 
feels deeply for the Islamic revolution and Muslims, should look to himself. 
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If he is not sincere, he should quit; and if he is sincere, he should realize 
that to work for the Islamic revolution does not imply the achievement of 
political power. Anyone who makes service contingent on political power is not 
a servant and such hypocricy will not remain hidden from the eyes of the people 
of the party of God. 


9863 
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IRAN 


BAZARGAN'S CRITICISM OF REGIME 'REFUTED' BY MAJLIS DEPUTY 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 12 Nov 83 p ll 


/Text/ In an open letter to Eng Bazargan, secretary general of the Iran Freedom 
Movement, Dr ‘Abbas Sheybani, Majlis deputy, brought up matters concerning the 
recent adventurism of freedom movement leaders and gave advice to Bazargan. 

We have printed the text of the letter to inform our dear readers at Dr Sheybani's 
request. 


Editor of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI: 


I have sent you the attached text which is addressed to Eng Bazargan for your 
perusal and publication. I hope this text will be considered an effort to 
consolidate the revolution. It is hoped you will publish it if you see fit. 
Dr ‘Abbas Sheybani 


My great brother, Eng Mehdi Bazargan: 


I recently read an article which on principle must have originated from you. 

I now feel that it is a movement which in actuality cannot be considered a 
service to the revolution and Islam. My previous wish was to raise this topic 
with you in a meeting, but since other people have certainly read that article, 
I prefer to state the matter by another means. 


I have not forgotten that you have a long period of hard struggle behind you. 
You and I were together, and we endured great suffering. During our university 
days, when mentioning Islam at the university was considered a sign of fanaticism, 
we struggled in Islam's name and suffered hardships. At that time the target of 
our struggle was the shah, and we took to the front against him. But this 
question still remains unanswered for me: In your view, against whom should we 
now struggle? The confusion in my mind is that this struggle might intensify as 
the electoral propaganda heats up, but if this is the case then it must subside 
upon the announcement of the election results. Is this a real struggle when it 
is subordinate to such conditions? I am aware that your age is now such that 
you cannot legally be elected, and this fact must have occurred to you. Thus 
who is able to gain the nation's votes and needs your support and backing? 


Eng Bazargan, during the regime of the executed shah, the people harboured a 
deep desire for the holding of free elections. But do you know any elections 
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freer than those of Iran today? Do you know any persons who have any objections 
of the Majlis elections? It would be good if you would show us a country whose 
elections were held in a manner you desire. Then you would see that Iran has 
held, and God willing, will hold the freest kind of elections. Of course the 
proof of freedom in elections is not that you and me definitely get elected. 

It is the people who must do the electing, and I believe that the people make 
few mistakes in electing the best. You yourself believed and still believe that 
the people's view must be followed. Iran's Muslim people will tolerate only 
those supporting Islam. 


Eng Bazargan, one of this revolution's distinguishing characteristics is the 
leadership's unity and the people's unity in backing the leadership, the revolu- 
tion and Islam. Do not let yourself be spoken of in the future history of this 
revolution as a factor of division and discord. 


We are living in a time of war, and we know no other alternatives than either 
surrendering to the desires of world arrogance or continuing this path of 
sacrifice until gaining victory in the war. I agree that there are deficiencies 
and foul-ups, there is a lack of experience, there are difficulties that might 
not exist. Prices are high and that cannot be denied. But I strongly draw 
your attention to two points: Firstly, show me a country that has no problems, 
and secondly, show me a revolution that remained independent and in its 4th year 
has raised itself up so firmly. Three years of war have now passed, and in 
accordance with your age you must remember well the bitter events of September 
1941 when Iran was at war for only 3 days. At that time I was not old, but I 
remember well that there was no bread, and if there were any it cost several 
times the government price. The silos had everything but wheat flour. Can you 
remember the bread made from bean flour that turned into mush when you picked 

it up? 


I say to you, my brother, that the people have spent 3 years in wartime, but 
have not bowed their heads to either friend or foe. Is this not worthy of 
gratitude and praise? They treated the economic blockade as a trifling matter 
and did not even wrinkle their brows, while the hardships arising from it could 
have broken the back of another nation. In his confrontation with foreign 
plots Mossadeq had no choice but to issue a national bond which the people 
welcomed. But today the nation's-support for the government and the fronts is 
so astounding that the government has no need of issuing bonds to adjust the 
great expenses of this defensive war. Following the Muslim nation, it has 
lifted its head high before both friend and foe and bows down to no one. If 

the Islamic government had surrendered tribute to the counterrevolution and the 
dissatisfied people who desire only their own welfare, it would have been over- 
thrown many times as Dr Mossadeq's Government was by the 19 August 1953 coup 
d'etat. Should this not make you and me proud? My supposition is that the 
revolution is a great blessing and heavenly manna, and every man must fairly 
admit that it is much loftier than either we or those who sacrificed their lives 
for the revolution ever imagined and loftier than that which we hoped to obtain. 
But if this nation had not risen up in a tumultuous storm we would have rotted 
in prison. 








Eng Bazargan, I remember that when no one spoke out for Islam at the university, 
you raised Islam's banner. I always imagined that you would be a good aid to 
the revolution and Islam. Well, what do you think was the ultimate reulst of 
the efforts of the Islamic people during that period? What were we after in 
our fragmented goals? 


Today the people have broken those barriers and they have opened new horizons 
before our eyes. We were dreaming of sunrise, but they have shown us the sun 
in the sky. 


Eng Bazargan, under such circumstances do you wish to see yourself as a part 
of a movement of persons who bit the hand that feeds them as the tribe of Israel 
did to obtain garlic and lentils? 


If the point of the struggle was simply to obtain material welfare, this was 
achieved during the shah's regime. As far as I remember, supplying an abolsute, 
abstract welfare was never part of the basic demands of the Iran Freedom Move- 
ment. If you have recently altered its platform and charter, I have not been 
informed. If this is true, the people must again return to the Shahanshah's 

era of ignorance. On this accounting, against what did you struggle? 


Eng Bazargan, it would be good for you to turn back to your memories so you can 
recall that when you taught at the technical college, you were very interested 
in students who prayed or had even the beginnings of a beard, and that you 
praised them in your heart and perhaps in speech. I am happy that Islam and 

its lovable customs are now in vogue and are spreading everywhere. If anyone 

is still anxious, he should not hold the entire development accountable, because 
if an elegant truth is abused, it is not logical for us to call into question 
the principle of truth. Instead we should bar the door to probable abuse in a 
rational way so that the enemy does not profit from a new path. We should plan 
to manage the problems. 


Instead of making mostly inappropriate criticism, it is better to present 
practical solutions to the problems, roll up our sleeves and get to work. 


Now the Hezbollahi children and our brave, self-sacrificing college students 
make up the axis and foundation of the Guards, the Mobilization, the Reconstruc- 
tion Crusade, even the Ministry of Education and other bureaus and organizations 
in accordance with the temporal and spatial situations. They are intimate with 
hardship and martydom. But 1t is a shame that you approved of the Hypocrites 
whese work was to hunt down these beloved people in the manner of SAVAK and 
professional killers. 


My esteemed brother, Ens Bazargan, as I review my recollections, I shudder as | 
see the heavy duty you bear, and Ifeel that you wish to avoid it. 


[I am not expecting ° - answer, but it would be good for you to study once the 
Revolution Public P:» ecutor's list of Hypocrites who were executed for murdering 
the people and poll: :ing their hands with crimes. Yet during the shah's time 
their number did not exceed 50 or 60. But now they have reached this number 

due to the uncontrolled freedom that was given to them at the revolution's 


57 











beginning and the improper support they received. Of course, as the story goes, 
the many people whose pens defended them share in their sins and the attendant 
consequences. I imagine that the majority of them were brighter than average 
and understood something about the nation, but they cut themselves off from the 
people and the revolution due to their brainwashing by the Hypocrites and put 
their brains and thoughts at the service of persons whom you approved and of 
whom you said, these are the children of the freedom movement. Other than 
desiring Islam, what sin had the 72 martyrs of the Islamic Republican Party, 

the martyrs Ayatollah Qazi, Ayatollah Madani, Ayatollah Dastgheib, Ayatollah 
Sadugi, Ayatollah Eshrafi-Esfahani? 


Was the freedom movement really created for such things? Were they really the 
children of the freedom movement? I grieve that you were an accomplice to this 
crime. 


Eng Bazargan, I do not intend to taunt you, but what can I do when my heart 
burns more for the future of the revolution than for our past friendship and 
when I see that in wartime conditions when the nation needs unity, you again 
raise the tune of separatism? 


Eng Bazargan, something just occurred to me the hearing of which would be a 
kindness to you. When martyr Motahari returned from Paris, he quoted a sentence 
of the imam's that is still staggering. 


A group with your inclination raised the same issue with the imam, and said: 
"Sir, the people are adulterating /the revolution/." The imam replied: "Stay 
with the people, for if you do not, you will be left behind." 


My brother, I regret that I must repeat this sentence to you because other than 
a small number of mutual friends that are now with you, most of these people 
sending letters to you or speaking with you are from the Hypocrites or the 
counterrevolutionary mini-groups. But you have accounted them the majority of 
the nation. 


In closing I again repeat that I do not believe that the Islamic revolution has 
been implemented 100 percent, but rather we are beginning the work. Do not hold 
the entire government and Islam accountable for the disorganization and wrong- 
doing by a Limited number or by ignorant friends. 
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PAKISTAN 


INDIA BLAMED FOR CREATING ENVIRONMENT OF SUSPICION, DISTRUST IN SOUTH ASIA 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 2 Nov 83 p 3 
/Editorial: The Countries of South Asia"/ 


/Text/ Different areas of the world are facing various kinds of problems, the 
most fundamental of which is the issue of peace and security. The reason for 
this is that whether a country is developed or developing, it can enjoy the 
blessings of prosperity and peace of mind only when its peace and security is 
assured and strengthened, and this is also the way that world peace can be 
established and strengthened. It is because of this fact that the countries 
of the world have joined various organizations; and these organizations are 
promoting peace in most areas of the world and dispelling the clouds of envy 
and rivalry. These regional organizations include the European Community; the 
Gulf Community; the Arab countries; African countries; American countries, 
Islamic countries and the Organization of Nonaligned Countries. The countries 
of South Asia have established a regional organization in order to strengthen 
peace and security and bring prosperity and progress to their people through 
regional cooperation. All seven countries of South Asia are members of the 
organization. 


But unfortunately the largest South Asian country that occupies 72 percent of 

the region's area and whose population and gross national product are 77 percent _ 
and 78 percent respectively of those of the other countries of the area /combined/, 
though a member of the South Asia regional organization, has been consistently 
guilty of interferring in the internal affairs of the neighboring countries in 
clear contravention of the decisions of the Bandung conference and the Charter 

of the United Nations. Indian intervention in the affairs of Sri Lanka, Nepal 

and Bangladesh have been published not only in the world press but are also 
mentioned in the general discussion of the UN General Assembly; and recently, 
several Indian leaders and newspapers have levelled similar charges against 

Indian rulers. On Monday, participants in a symposium on cooperation among 

South Asian countries being held in the Pakistan National Centre, Islamabad, 
emphasized the need for cooperation in the region and said that for the sake of 
the security and progress of South Asia, all the countries of the region should 
work together in a spirit of cooperation and respect each other's independence 

and equal status. The speakers, among whom were a former Pakistani foreign 
minister and a retired embassy employee, emphasized the comparatively more 
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important responsibility of India in the role of an older brother and said that 
it was India's basic responsibility to create a feeling of security among other 
South Asian countries. 


These expressions and feelings in regard to the progress and prosperity of 

South Asia are undoubtedly a good omen; but unfortunately, India is not ready 

to play its logical role. India not only interferes in the internal affairs of 
Sri Lanka and Pakistan, but is now busy drumming up charges of Pakistan's 
involvement in Indian domestic affairs and repeatedly mentions Pakistan's 
interest in Indian Punjab even though, only a few weeks ago, Mrs Gandhi and 

the Indian minister of internal affairs both acknowledged Pakistan's impartiality 
and disinterest in this matter. This recent attempt to implicate Pakistan in 

the matter of Indian Punjab has not been considered worthy of notice even by 
Indian politicians and public. We have already quoted in thse columns the 

views of Dr Subramaniam Swami, an active leader of the Janata party. Now, 
India's former foreign minister and Bharatiya Janata Party's leader, Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, has not only rejected in a recent press conference the charges levelled 
against Pakistan by the government of Mrs Gandhi in regard to the recent incidents 
in Indian Punjab, but has also asked the Indian prime minister to inform the 
Indian public of any clear proof it may possess in this regard. We consider 
Atal Behari Vajpayee quite justified in making this demand. If India in fact 
possesses any proof in regard to this matter, it should make it public because 
only in this way can a spirit of understanding be created among neighboring 
countries and baseless accusations ended. 
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PAKISTAN 


ANALYSIS OF NAWABZADA NASRULLAH KHAN'S REFUSAL TO TALK 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 26 Oct 83 p 3 


/Abdul Qadir Hassan column: "Talks Without Nawabzada Narullah"/ 


/Text/ A series of talks is continuing between the government and political 
parties but without the participation of Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan. Nawabzada 
was invited to the talks through the deputy commissioner. It is gratifying to 
note that the S.H.O. /Station House Office/ did not go, otherwise Nawabzada 
Nasrullah Khan would have been transferred to Rawalpindi jail, because up to 
now no police officer sent to bring an accused has ever returned empty-handed. 
Deputy commissioner happens to be the highest ranking officer in a district, 
and perhaps this is why in the old days the deputy commissioner was referred 

to as "Mr District." Because of his highly-placed position, the deputy commis- 
sioner /D.C./ assumes a ceremonious and courtly manner. When Nawabzada told the 
D.C. that he would not participate in the talks unless he was released, the 
D.C. returned and his reply was voneyed to higher authorities through proper 
channels. According to reports, Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan told the Muzaffargarh 
D.C. that his party as well as himself were both defunct, so how could talks 
possibly be held with a defunct political party or what could a defunct person 
say. The correct meaning of defunct is nonexistent. In other words, a defunct 
person or party is equivalent to a nonexistent party or person. The government 
and the politicians use this word according to their own lights. The the 
government needs politicians, it describes defunct politicians to mean that 
though they are equivalent to nonexistent they are still there, and since they 
are, discussions can be held with them. Whenever the politicians wish to 
express grief and anger, they take the meaning that best suits their purpose, 
which is that they do not exist. 


Famous Urdu poet Ghalib put this idea in his verses as follows: 


Why talk about the existence and annihilation of lovers; 
They have become fuel for their own fire. 


If both parties have good intentions, then there can be no problem, even if both 
look upon defunct as something that is nonexistent, not present. As is increas- 
ingly the case these days, six defunct parties have been revived and have held 
talks with the president. Some people who do not favor these politicians, as 
well as politicians who have been disregarded in the discussions, have taunted 
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those taking part in the talks, saying that these are the people who have bowed 
their heads to government pressure and have willingly accepted its demands and 
that they came from nowhere and will return to nowhere. This formulation is 
usually used in the sense of mysticism and revelation, but political conditions 
and circumstances are no different from those of mysticism. At times you find 
a close similarity between them, as can be seen from the tauntings of the opposi- 
tion and the actions of the government. However, Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan has 
rejected the idea of being alive. Now, from the latest report about him, we 
hear that the government has no intention of reviving him, and he was not even 
invited to attend the discussions. After stating this, Nawabzada not only 
rejected the idea of holding discussions but said that the demands of the MRD 
/Movement for the Restoration of Democracy/ campaign are so obvious that there 
is no need to hold any discussion on these demands and that the principle of 
give-and-take does not apply to them. 


Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan is detained in his house, and his secretary has issued 
this statement; otherwise, we would have reminded Nawabzada that in the past 
wnenever he held discussions with the government his demands were always clear 

and unambiguous and as such the principle of give-and-take did not arise. 

Despite this, not only did he hold discussions but he sponsored these discussions 
as well. It is a different matter that talks headed by him were always focused 

on martial law. We heard about the usefulness and political tradition of 

these discussions from Nawabzada himself. The subcontinent attained independence 
not as a result of subversive activites but as a result of discussions. But 

now that Nawabzada refuses to take part in the talks, he must have some reason 

for this change in his attitude. But in all humility, we would like to say that 
we have failed to find out what his reasons are for adopting this attitude. 

As soon as we have the opportunity to pay our respects to Nawabzada we will ack 
him his reason for his decision. Just like the four points of MRD, the govern- 
ment, too, has advanced a four-point program for holding talks with the politicians 
and there are vast possibilities for give and take. When I referred to Nawabzada's 
displeasure with someone, he asked me to keep quiet and, quoting Mian Tufail 
Mohammad, he said that we do not want a new martial law in exchange for the old 
one. 
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PAKISTAN 


MIAN TUFAIL MOHAMMAD'S EXPULSION FROM BALUCHISTAN 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 2 Nov 83 p 3 


/Article by Abdul Qadir Hassan entitled, "Mian Sahib also Fxpelled from the 
Province" appearing under the byline "Nonpolitical Matters'/ 


/Text/ It seems to me that our government has become too anxious and is scared 
of its own shadow. There are many examples of the government's anxiety in the 
past; the advisory council itself is a living example of it. The most recent 
instance concerns the order for the immediate expulsion from Baluchistan of the 
defunct Jammat-e Islami's Main Tufail Mohammad. According to reports, Mian 
Tufail Mohammad had finished his tour of Baluchistan and packed his bags, and 
was due to leave for Lahore in a few hours when he received a written order 
saying: "Mian Tufail Mohammad, resident of Punjab, who is at present visiting 
the province of Baluchistan, is disturbing public order here and hence should 
leave the area immediately." He was told orally that the orders were to take 
him by road to Jacobabad and dump him there. Mian Tufail, who was ill, said 
that he was not in a condition to undertake such a long journey by road and 

that they could take him to jail if they wished. After a prolonged discussion 
when they finally reached the airport, the plane's engines had started. It 
seems that they had waited for 20 minutes but he had not showed up and that it 
was not possible now to shut down the engines. Mian Tufail then booked a seat 
on a plane leaving for Karachi at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and went to the 
nearby house of a friend, a member of the defunct Jammat-e Islami party, to 
spend the intervening hours. There he kept receiving phone calls from the local 
administration to the effect that the governor wished to see him. Mian Tufail 
told them that the governor was welcome to see him at his friend's house. Later, 
Quetta's A. C. /Act ing Commissioner/ arrived and said that Mian Tufail should 

go visit the governor. At the insistence of his friends, Mian Tufail went to 
see the governor who told him that he had no knowledge of the orders to leave 
the province. 


Although Mian Tufail made strong speeches during his stay in Baluchistan and 
attacked the government, the truth of the matter may be that contrary to the 
administration's expectations, the defunct Jamaat-e Islami party made solid 
gains in the municipal elections in Baluchistan; about 100 people have been 
elected in the province. The Jamaat-e Islami party has made an outstanding 
showing in the municipal elections not only in one province but throughout the 
country. This success that has been achieved by the Jamaat in spite of its 
policy to reach an understanding with the "old martial law" does not please the 
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vyovernment authorities government authorities for various reasons because they 
know that the Jamaat's opposition to or support of any government is based 

solely on the collective policy agreed upon within the party. This collective 
policy is decided upon the principle of “love of God or hate of God" and thus 

is not affected by various concessions granted by the authorities or their form 

Or appearance but is related to national interests and i. als. It is not possible 
for the government to buy the Jamaat or gain its support with flatter. and 
persuasion as it can with other parties and their many leaders. If the J maat 
decides to oppose a government, the latter has no choice but to face tie 

Jamaat's opposition; it is not possible to make any deals. 


No government likes a party that opposes without blackmail and supports without 
flattery. The internal strength of the Jamaat, its discipline and the large 
numbers of its self-sacrificing members have made it a political power in Pakistan 
that cannot be defeated. The Jamaat strikes fear into the heart of every govern- 
ment, every political party and all those political elements who have turned 

away from Islam. In the municipal elections the people acknowledged practically 
this unique attribute of the Jamaat and for the first time have done so with 

an open heart. In municipal electoral precincts in cities, the Jamaat either 
enjoys a majority or holds the balance of power. The electoral power that it 

has gained combined with its ideological strength has made everyone apprehensive. 
Mian Tufail's expulsion from Baluchistan can be easily understood if this back- 
ground is kept in mind. If worshippers of province and power had their way, 

they would expel Mian Tufail from the country; but regrettably /for them/ 
expelling Mian Tufail from the province, let alone the country, can bring 

regret in its wake. 
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PAKISTAN 


PRACTICE OF TOLERATING SIND FEUDAL CHIEFS CRITICIZED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 26 Oct 83 p 3 
/Article by Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi/ 


/Excerpts/ Let us take the "waderas" /chieftains/ of Sind, about whom so much 
is said and heard. People no longer talk about "chaudharies" (village headmen), 
yet nobody seems to have forgotten the waderas. 


The truth is that I for one have been cursing waderas all my life. I consider 
them a plague or an ulcer in Sind politics. There are many evils and weaknesses 
for which I hold them responsible. For example, a vast majority of them by 
nature happen to be "quislings" in politics and are accustomed to side with 
every legal or illegal government. They are interested more in their person 
than in the country or the nation. They are always ready to assist the bureau- 
cracy in executing the most contemptible and base activities at the mere bidding 
of the higher-ups. This is why I refer to them mostly as "lakkar baggas" in 

my articles--which means a carrion eater or one that lives on the prey of others. 


Once I complained to the late Ayub Khan that his patronizing of the waderas for 
no rhyme or reason was detrimental to Sind. Do you know what his reply was? 

He said that his government would not operate without waderas, and if they were 
not there no one would have joined his Muslim League, no one would have supported 
him against (the late) Fatima Jinnah, no one would have flocked to his meetings, 
no one would have run his B.D. [Basic Democracies/ administration, no one would 
have narrated agreeable and pleasant things to him and no one would have acted 
like dumb and mute animals in his assemblies and ministries. He added that 
waderas were pillars of his government and if it hadn't been for them no one 
would have cooperated with him. He said that it was not possible to run the 
government or for that matter maintain law and order with government officials 
alone. These waderas, he added, eat their own food but work for the government. 


The former rulers, the British, also said the same thing about waderas. When 
I was a minister, I came across some old documents among the records which can 
be summed up as follows: 


The position occupied by waderas in Sindhi society is exactly the same as that 


of tribal maliks (chiefs) in tribal areas of the Frontier Province and of national 
sardars (chiefs) in Baluchistan. Without including them or using them, it is 
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impossible for the administration to maintain law and order or peace of impose 
its written law on uneducated people scattered in villages, forests, mountainous 
regions and deserts. If you were to remove the waderas and try to contact the 
common man, then you would have to maintain at least two policement to watch 
every citizen. Just as in the Frontier Province and Baluchistan, conditions 
prevailing in Sind are different from the rest of India. If you wish to rule 
this part of the country, then you will have to follow the traditional local 
village administration and exploit it for your benefit. Here the people live 

in small villages, in semiwild conditions, villages that have no accessible 
roads or other means of transportation. The most important thing is that these 
waderas are acknowledged by birth as the chieftains of tribes, races, castes and 
trades. Their position is not affected even if they do not own any land. In 
Sind you will come across many waderas who possess neither land nor property, 
yet the workers and masons obey them and acknowledge them as their leaders. 


After reading these documents, I asked my English secretary, who had been an 
officer in Sind for the past 25 years, about waderas. His reply, too, was that 

he always hated waderas and liked the farmers. But he too said that without 
waderas it was impossible to manage either agricultural or village administrations. 
Similarly, he said that the people brought from outside and settled here after 

the establishment of Pakistan would not be safe in the villages. It will not 

be possible for government officials to protect them, he added. He advised me 

not to interfere for the time being with Sind's traditional village administration. 


People who for their own interest wish to instigate the rulers against the 
waderas and do away with them should also consider the other side of the picture 
as narrated in the following verses: 


Love may not appear to be easy in the beginning, 
But later it becomes still more difficult. 


First of all, it is essential that education be made common, illiteracy removed, 
roads built in all directions to provide urban facilities to small villages, 
newspapers and radio broadcasts made credible, bribery, corruption, lawlessness 
and injustice removed and law and order established. The people should be 
included in the government and their resolve should be strengthened; only then 
can the tribal maliks be removed from the Frontier Province, the racial sardars 
from Baluchistan, the chadharies from the Punjab and finally the waderas from 
Sind. Otherwise, the odds will be against you, and the situation will be beyond 
your control. 


In other words, should you prefer the present state of affairs, you will not be 
able to carry on your political and administrative activities without the waderas. 


This is precisely the story with respect to waderas in Sind. 
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PAKISTAN 


CASE FOR ELECTIONS ON PARTY BASIS ADVANCED 


Karachi JANG in Urdu 26 Oct 83 p 3 


/Editorial: "Preparations for General Elections''/ 


/Excerpt/ Two important conclusions can be drawn from experiments carried out 
in our beloved country in holding municipal elections on a nonparty basis. 
First, despite government announcements, some of the defunct political parties 
participated in the elections as parties. The relevant elections law, except 
for the affidavits of candidates, contains no effective restraint that can 
totally prevent the political parties from participating in these nonparty 
elections. On the contrary, the restrictions imposed by the government on 
political parties from participating in elections has affected only candidates 
who were taking part in the municipal elections on a nonparty basis, for the 
simple reason that the resources and efforts of individuals as compared with 
parties will always be considered insignificant. The second conclusion that can 
be drawn from these elections is that the restrictions imposed on political 
parties as a whole from participating in the municipal elections have changed 
their political approach, and in many electoral districts candidates achieved 
success on the basis of their caste and fraternity. The new tendency toward 
caste and clan in our national life has also had an adverse effect on our national 
thinking and unity. 


In the past, whether during the reign of the British or after the establishment 

of Pakistan, whenever elections were held all of the political parties were 
allowed to participate. Thus, before casting their votes, the voters knew what 
the political views of the candidates were as well as the platforms and programs 
of the political parties. The voters thus cast their votes in favor of candidates 
of their choice and endeavored to make these candidates successful. In addition, 
the candidates who take part in the elections on a party basis can be called to 
account for their actions even after they have won. The same cannot be said 

about a candidate who takes part in elections on a nonparty basis. Such candidates 
after winning an election work out their program and line of action solely in 
light of their own conscience and interests. In all the countries of the world 
that have a democratic system of government or where the electoral process is 
carried out in accordance with prevalent democratic practice, elections are held 
on a party basis and, generally speaking, public opinion gives preference to 

party candidates rather than independent candidates, as can be proved by past 
election results. 














If President Ziaul Haq were only to examine all of the causes and consequences, 
we are sure that he would prefer to hold elections on a party basis. Certainly 
in consideration of national unity and integrity the president can allow the 
political parties to register a second time, so that besides registered political 
parties other parties that wish to take part in the elections may also be 
registered so as to qualify for participation. All the same, to find out about 
the programs and platforms of the political parties and make a final decision 
about their patriotism and love of Islam, the president can approach the 
judiciary. Against this background, if it is decided to hold elections on a 
party basis then, God willing, the results will certainly be positive. The way 
can thus be paved in our beloved country for restoring democracy through elections 
and transferring power to the representatives of the people. No political party 
will object to participate in the general elections once the decision is made 

to hold these elections on a party basis and, frankly, the ultimate goal of the 
political program of 12 August is no different. 
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PAKISTAN 


STUDENT FEDERATION LEADER HITS PRO-IMPERIALIST POLICIES 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 27 Oct-3 Nov 83 pp 18, 19 


/Interview with student leader Salahuddin Khan Gandapore; interviewer, place 
and date not specified/ 


/Text/ The National Students Federation /NSF/ of Pakistan is a nationwide 
progressive organization that has been a constant target of repression under 
every regime. Its leaders and workers have been jailed by every ruling party. 
One of its prominent leaders, and the president of its central committee, Mr 
Salahuddin Khan Gandapore, is a final~year student of the Urdu Law College in 
Karachi. He too has been in various jails and was released only a few weeks 
ago after a detention of 14 years. He is here today to organize his party in 
the frontier. We met and asked him some questions in order to learn how future 
leaders of the country think. His tone was very bitter when he answered. Some 
parts of the dialogue are reproduced here. 


/Question/ For several days we have been hearing that the government is imposing 
restrictions on the extracurricular activities of the students. The reason is 
said to be that the antisocial activities of the students are on the increase. 
What is the view of your organization regarding these restrictions? 


/Answer/ The present government came into power 6 years ago. During this 
period, the economy of the country has come to the brink of disaster. Inflation 
and unemployment have become terrible problems. People are deprived of political 
rights. Nobody can even discuss a problem. Jails are full of political workers, 
laborers and students. Democracy has been restricted by the military. There 

is a background to the allegation that students take part in noncurricular 
activities. In the past, the government purposely made the Jamiat-e Tulba 

attack progressive students. As a result, many students were wounded and some 
died. Many students of my organization were beaten up. Despite all these 
efforts to impose government interference in the educational institutions, 1983 
was an NSF year. Students of the whole country supported our progressive views, 
which clearly proves that students are against dictatorship. Educational 
problems have increased, but the proimperialist government in our country cannot 
solve them. Moreover, students, being a sensitive group of society, are foremost 
in opposing aggression and injustice. There are several instances of students 
opposing their proimperialist rulers in the Third World. In Pakistan, the NSF 
has struggled against pro-American imperialist pacts and the intrigues of the 











socialist imperialism of Russia. As far as the "increasing hooliganism" is 
concerned, it is, in fact, instigated by the government itself, because it wants 
to have an excuse for imposing restrictions on the students. The fact is that 
the government has panicked because of the success of the NSF, and it knows our 
federation has always been in the forefront of those struggling for the restora- 
tion of democracy. That is why NSF has always been victimized by the 
proimperialist, feudalist and capitalist governments. This union is the great 
necessity of students today. If it is banned, problems will increase. This 

is the first school where students learn democracy and also learn to use democracy 
in practice. No intrigues of the government will be successful, becuase the 
students are determined to use their full force against them. 


/Question/ What causes the disturbances in educational institutions? 


/Answer/ As I have said before, our government is causing this turmoil, because 
it wants an excuse for interferring in the internal affairs of the educational 
institutions. Its purpose is to stop all struggle that is made for an ideology. 
As the government has no argument on its side, all it can do is to use force. 
Reactionary ideology has been rejected. All students support progressive 
ideology. Aggression is the only weapon the government can use to discourage 
progressive ideas among the students. 


/Question/ You have been tried by law on the grounds that you are plotting 
against the unity of Pakistan. Is your organization agains the unity of your 
country? 


/Answer/ In the eyes of our proimperialist rulers, everybody who fights for 
freedom and independence is an enemy of the country. Fighting for independence 
is the fundamental part of the manifesto of our organization. When the country 
was sold to American colonialism through the notorious SEATO and CENTO pacts, 
after which America was given a base at Budhpir, our organization fought tooth 
and nail against these pacts. We declared then that Pakistan had been turned 
into an imperialist colony and that in a time of need America would not help 

us. Our stand proved to be correct when, in the war of 1965, America did not 
stand by us. The socialist imperialism of USSR gave its full support to the 
Indian expansionists, but even then we did not rid ourselves of our connection 
with American imperialism. Since the Soviet aggression against Afghanistan, 

our own liberty has been in danger. American imperialists are taking advantage 
of the situation by spreading their own intrigues in Pakistan. Our people have 
been deprived of democratic freedom, but despite such depressing conditions, 

the NSF not only fearlessly warns the people and intelligent students of Pakistan 
against the American and Soviet socialist imperialism but puts up a fight against 
it. The proimperialist rulers of our country are afraid of the patriotism of 

the NSF, which is why they bring law suits of conspiracy against us. Had there 
been any truth in these allegations, they could file a suit against us in open 
court. 


/Question/ Your organization has not joined MRD in its struggle to restore 
democracy, although you claim to be in the vanguard of those who struggle for 
such restoration. 
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/Answer/ MRD is a union of disappointed capitalists. MRD consists of parties 
that favored martial law. Their only difference with the government is that 

they were not given a share in the power. There are three powers in the country 
at this moment. Martial law is one, MRD is the other and the third is that 

of the people, which includes students, laborers, farmers, journalists, 
intellectuals and small capitalists. These are the people who need democracy. 
The plan and purpose of the MRD campaign have never been specified. They only 
want to remove one individual from the scene. The reason for the absence of 
democracy in our country is the feudalist capitalist society based on imperialist 
foundations. That is why no democratic movement can be successful unless it 
includes in its program a struggle against feudalism, capitalism and both of 

the imperialist powers. Since the aims of the MRD are divorced from the problems 
of the common man, 99 percent of the people, despite their hatred for martial 
law, refuse to join MRD. The NSF has been struggling for the cause of the 
democracy for the past 6 years, during which time they have been through a lot 

of trouble. Today, as ever, we invite all lovers of democracy to join us in 

our fight against inflation and unemployment; our struggle for the restoration 

of political rights, and our crusade against the intrigues of the capitalists, 
feudalists and imperialists, in order to restore democracy and end military rule. 


/Question/ For some time now, Mrs Indira Gandhi has been making statements 
about politics in Pakistan. What is your federation's attitude toward these 
statements? 


/Answer/ Our federation considers these statements to be interference in our 
internal affairs. Earlier, interviews with Smirnov, the Soviet ambassador, were 
published that were a clear proof of interference in our internal affairs. The 
American ambassador, too, not only meets political personalities but also makes 
remarks about Pakistan's policies. All this goes to prove that our country 

has been turned into a center of imperialist intrigues. Our proimperialist 
rulers are silent. Russian planes bombard our frontiers, but the rulers say 
nothing. Yeople are deprived of all freedom. If people had political rights 
and freedom of speech, freedom of the press and freedom of assembly, they would 
have dealt with the situation themselves. Then nobody would have dared to 
interfere in our internal affairs. My federation is against all such interference. 
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